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Burundi 


Security Council Discusses Security Situation 
EA1601190496 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 16 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] The National Security Council 
held a meeting yesterday under the chairmanship of Mr. 
Sylvestre Nubantunganya, the head of state. The most 
Important item on the agenda was the security situauon 
in the country and in Bujumbura municipality. Here 1s 
an account of the meeting by Mr. Sylvestre Ntambutso, 
the Security Council permanent secretary: 


[Ntambutso] After analyzing the current situation, which 
IS a Cause for concern to the majonty of Burundians, the 
council members agreed on the following: 


1. The National Security Council denounces all trouble- 
makers whoever they are, and who directly or indirectly 
undermine Burundi’s internal security, notably with ap- 
peals to people to stop working 


2. The council advises all government departments in 
charge of administrative duties, security, and justice 
to use all possible means to thwart any moves aimed 
at destabilizing institutions and mutual trust between 
citizens 


4. The National Security Council urges all political 
and social partners to make new efforts to advocate 
peace and security so that trust, peace, security, and 
institutional stability are restored in the country. 


4. The council expresses support for the institutions of 
the Republic established by the government convention, 
which have embarked on joint action aimed at restoring 
peace and security, as mentioned during the launching 
of the ongoing campaign. 


§. The council recommends to the government to do ev- 
erything possible to set up mechanisms to protect Bu- 
fundians and citizens in general from the consequences 
of subversive actions by various terrorist groups 


6. The council appeals to all the people of Burund: to 
take an active part 1) he campaign to restore peace 
and security tn collaboration with the administrative 
apparatus and those in charge of security. The council 
calls on people not to heed the malicious rhetoric by 
those who are destabilizing security 


~ 


The National Security Council thanks the people 
for their determination to avoid being diverted by the 
harmful actions of those who want to incite them to 
destroy their own nation, particularly by calling on them 
to embark on a work stoppage at a time when the 
country 1s in a disastrous economic situation 
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The National Security Council also advises the people 
to always serve the nation’s interests by denouncing and 
exposing ali inose who want to use them as a tool in 
their plans to destabilize the country, and by dissociating 
themselves trom these criminals. 


Last and ninth [as heard], the National Security Council 
thanks, supports, and encourages the security forces in 
their acuons against armed gangs and others working 
against peace and security. 


Tutsi Youth Movement Causes Business Standstill 


AB1601193796 Paris AFP in Enelish 
1780 GMT 16 Jan 96 


[By Damien Nuranyuhura] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Bujumbura, 16 Jan (AFP) 
Extremists from Burundi’s Tuts: minority on Tuesday 
[16 January] brought business to a standstll in the 
capital Bujumbura on the second day of a strike 
launched to torce President Sylvestre Nubantunganya 
to resign 


Despite a major deployment by crack Army troops 
residents of the troubled city appeared unwilling to gy 
work for fear of ethnic clashes, and banks, many offices 
and public services were closed 


The standstill was brought about by a Tuts: movement 
Youth Solidanty for the Defence of Minorities (Soye- 
dem), so tar without violence 


However, witnesses said security forces had used tear 
gas (9 disperse demonstrators and prevented hard-liners 
in the main Tuts: opposition party, the Union tor Na- 
tional Progress (Uprona), trom holding a demonstration 
around midday. They did not report any casualties. The 
demonstration was to have taken place in front of the 
party's headquarters, which were under tight military 
security. 


The witnesses said leaders of some opposition parties 
thought to support the protests were prevented fr 
leaving their homes by security forces 


Soyedem, led by Deo Nivonzima, and other Tuts: 
extremist organisations accuse Nubantunganya, a Hutu 
heading a shaky coalition, of conniving with Hutu 
extremist gangs fighting a guerrilla war against the 
Tutsi-dominated Army 


With its turnout on Tuesday, the Army clearly distanced 
itself from the extremists, but it 1s frequentiv accused 
of collaborating with them in the small central African 
highland nation, where relief workers estimate that 
ethnic killings claim about 40 lives every day 
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A Burundian civil servant who decided to stay at home 
said Soyedem and its allies “are succeeding in a process 
of subtle inumidation and the deployment of the security 
forces gives no reassurance. 


Uprona radicals want their party to withdraw confidence 
in Nubaniunganya and pull out of the coalition and the 
nauonal assembly, formed in September 1994 in a bid to 
stave off mass bloodletting between Tutsis and Hutus. 


Burundi, like neighbouring Rwanda, is a powder keg 
where $0,000 people were massacred after the first 
elected Hutu president, Melchior Ndadaye, was killed 
in a foiled military coup in October 1994, which the 
then government survived 


On Monday, diplomats said the authorites had put up 
a remarkably united tront against the Tutsis, but the 
extremists were gaining ground on Tuesday despite an 
overnight warning trom the defence minister 


Lieutenaut-Colonel Firmin Sinzoyiheba [detense minis- 
ter] said he put the Tutsi extremists in the same basket 
as “those who wreck bridges, sabotage power lines and 
water supplies — all those whom we are fighung. 


For three months, Bujumbura has been without electric- 
ity and has also seen water stoppages caused by saho- 
tage. The defence minister called on the security forces, 
which have taken a battering trom Hutu extremists in 
attacks, (0 act with firmness, lucidity and serenity. 


The European Union meanwhile Tuesday expressed 
deep concern at the persistent violence in Burundi’ and 
hacking tor Nuthantunganya, in a statement issued in 
Rome. Italy currently holds the rotaung EU presidency 
The EU is prepared to help the reestablishment of 
Burundi, notably by supporting concrete measures for 
peace and reconciliation among different groups which 
must he put into practice by the Burundian authorities 
as provided for in a government convention,” said the 
statement issued by the Itahan presidential office 


Strike in Bujumbura Registers ‘Moderate Success’ 


BR1I6011613296 Groot-Byeaarden DE STANDAARD 
in Dutch 16 Jan 96 pS 


[Report by Rik De Gendt: Strike in Bujumbura Has 


Limited Success | 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Bujumbura — The general 
strike, called threateningly by radical Tutsis in the Bu- 
rundian capital Buyumbura, had only moderate success 
on Monday [1 $ January]. Many offices remained closed 
Schools had too few pupils and teachers for the lessons. 
Bus and taxi services were itregular. The big market 
and most shops were open. In the afternoon the protest 
seemed to suffen up a little 


FBIS-AFR-96-011 
17 January 1996 


Despite the conunuing tension ho one knows what 
could happen on a following day — yesterday afternoon 
there was some reliet that the much-teared violence had 
not occurred. This had been different dunng previous 
actions when people were killed. [passage omitted] 


Shortly betore 0S30 on Monday morning a tew rifle 
shots could be heard in various areas of Bujumbura 
Apparently as a warning from the Army. Anyone 
who came outside for a careful look saw that the 
armed torces had taken up their positions, as had been 
announced the previous day on national radio. Patrols 
drove out in armored vehicles 


At first most people stayed at home. But by OS 40 
there was already a fair amount of movement. [passage 
omitted] 


At the university, where the 19958-1996 academic year 
was supposed to start yesterday, the doors remained 
closed. Government departments in the city .onter re- 
mained closed, but at private companies and institutions 
nearly everyone was at work 


A threat came only from small groups of Tulsi youth. A 
few ostentauiously noted the number plates of cars tak 
ing people to work. In the Kwiyabe, Npagara, Nyakibiga, 
and Bwiza areas others set up small roadblocks with 
stones and let passers-by know that those who drove 
away would have to pay later to be able to return. Al 
the Prince-Regent hospital a group of university students 
stood eye to eye with soldiers for some time at around 
1040 but no incidents took place 


Yesterday observers had the impression that the strike 
which 1s supposed to continue unt! President Sylvestre 
Nubantunganya and the government of Prime Minister 
Antoine Nduwayo have resigned, had lost a good 
portion of its strength. But it remains a question of wart 
and see for today 


Cameroon 


Municipal Election Campaign Launched 7 Jan 


ABO801] 103996 Libreville Africa No. 1] in French 
1218 GMT 7 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} In Cameroon, the mumeipal 
clection campaign was officially launched today Thirty 
seven parties are fielding candidates for the 21 January 
elecuons. Jean Mater Ndi has the report 


[Begin Ndi recording] Although these are local elec 
tions, they are sll a test of political parties’ popularity 
with the electorate. This is why the 47 parties concerned 
presented their tickets only in their strongholds, where 
they have support 
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The ruling Cameroon People’s Democratic Movement, 
the most widely established party, is going all out with 
336 lists of candidates. It is followed by Bello Bouba 
Maigari’s National Union for Democracy and Progress 
with 180 lists; Jonn Fru Ndi’s Social Democratic 
Front with 105 lists; and Augustin Frederick Kodock’s 
Cameroon People’s Union with 76 lists. The other 
parties are Dakole Daissala’s Movement for the Defense 
of the Republic with $8 lists of candidates; Amadou 
Moustapha’s National Alliance for Democracy and 
Progress with 48 lists; and the others. 


All the political parties will be granted a total of 345 
hours in the state audiovisual media. They will have 
330 hours of radio airume with two hours per day, 
and 15 hours of te’evision airtime with one hour per 
day. It remains to be seen whether the airume will be 
allocated on a proportional basis, that is in line with each 
party's political strength. The election campaign ends at 
midnight on 20 January, the eve of the elections. [end 
recording | 


SDF Threatens To Disrupt Elections 


ABO0901213496 Libreville Africa No. ] in French 
1830 CMT 9 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} In Cameroon, the third day of 


the campaign for the 21 January municipal election was 
marked by a demonstration in Yaounde today by John 
Fru Ndi’s Social Democratic Front [SDF]. During this 
time, the other political parties continued to persuade the 
electorate to vote for them. Jean Marin Mendi reports 
from Yaounde: 


[Begin Mendi recording} The clectoral campaign has 
certainly begun, but in all, only a small number of 
people have turned up so tar. The late publication of 
the lists of candidates, and the limited means of certain 
political parties seem to be the cause of this slow 
Start. In the meantime, only a few politcal parties have 
succeeded in playing their game well. It ts the case of 
the ruling Cameroon People’s Democratic Movement 
(CPDM], which has brought out its heavy arullery by 
using the big resources of the state which are money, 
the media, and administrative power. [passage omitted] 


After the CPDM are parties belonging to the presiden- 
tial majority — namely, Augustin Frederc Kodok’s 
Cameroon People’s Union, Adamou Moustapha’s 
ANDP [expansion unknown}, and Dakole Daissala’s 
Movement for the Defense of the Republic. John Fr 
Ndi’s SDF, Bello Bouba Maigari’s National Union for 
Democracy and Progress, Dr. Adamou Ndam Nyjoya’s 
Cameroon Democratic Union, and Victorin Hameni 
Bieleu's Union of Cameroon Democratic Forces have 
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also Organized rallies that were more or less successful. 
[passage omitted] 


As I have just said, the third day of the campaign was 
marked by a demonstration by the SDF in Yaounde, and 
at the end of a march by thousands of well-wishers, the 
demonstrators presented a memorandum to the pretect 
for the head of state. Ba Nda, the SDF national legal 
adviser, speaks about the objectives of the march: 


{Nda] It the SDF activists have organized a march here 
in Yaounde, it 1s to protest the late and illegal reyecuon 
of the lists of Yaounde II] and Yaounde IV by the 
pretect of Nfu Ndi. The purpose of our march was to 
convey a memorandum to the president oi the Republic 
[words indistinct]. 


(Unidentified correspondent] At his opening rally, John 
Fru Ndi, the SDF national chairman, threatened to 
disrupt the elecuions in the constituencies where the SDF 
lists were disqualified. Can you confirm this threat by 
John Fru Ndi? 


(Nda] Yes, I believe this threat is welcome because we 
presented 243 lists at the level of the subpretectures, 
and these lists have simply been confiscated. We did 
not receive any information about the government's 
decision to reyect or approve them. It was only at the 
Department of Political Affairs that I first observed that 
we had only 94 lists. It was after I had 'odged a petituon 
to the deputy prime minister in charge of territorial 
administration that I was told that there were 10S lists 
When I returned there yesterday, I was told there were 
111 lists. It theretore seems that our lists are somewhere, 
but the officials are waiting to be pressurized. This 1s 
provocauon. They are waiting to be pressurized. As 
soon as we arrive there, they add a small number to 
the list to see how tar we can go. I think the chairman's 
threat will be maintained and executed. [end recording] 


Congo 


Prime Minister Commends Nation, Urges Rigor 


AB1001118296 Brazzaville Radio Nationale 
Coneolaise Network in French 0700 GMT 10 Jan 96 


[FBIS” Translated Text] Prime Minister Joachim 
Yhomhi-Opango spoke at a ceremony at the Palais 
du Peuple yesterday, when state institutions presented 
New Year wishes to President Pascal Lissouha 


[Begin Yhomhi-Opango recording} Under your leader- 
ship in 1995, the entire nation, and workers in particu- 
lar, spared no effort on the country’s behall. They bore 
hardship and sacrifices as the price to pay to ensure the 
continuity of the program which was to enable the na- 
tion to regain its dignity. Stull under your leadership in 
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1995, the vast reform program necessitated by the disas- 
trous economic situation was laboriously implemented 
and was successful. [end recording] 


In addition to listing the highlights of 1995, the prime 
minister stressed the principles which wil guide gov- 
ernment action in 1996, 


[Begin Yhombi-Opango recording} Rigor, relentless 
effort, and a methodical approach to work should be 
the watchword in a world where success is earned 
through relentless determination in dignity and re,ained 
peace. During 1994 and 1995, the government ‘ed to 
mop up the economy and prepare the ground ‘work for 
future acuons with all the sacrifices and constraints that 
went along with it. In addition, 1996 will be no less 
a year of hard work. However, we hope to carry out 
bolder measures and concentrate on the people's mayor 
concerns. 


Our people more than ever need adequate communica- 
lion systems, potable water, electricity, efficient school 
and health systems, and all that can help them to meet 
their needs effectively and thereby help them to con- 
tribute more significantly to our country’s development. 
We shall stand by you in your efforts. Let us bear in 
mind the important saying which states that a country’s 
development does not come primarily from its wealth 
or technical facilities, but rather from improved aware- 
ness, and maturity in people's mentality and behavior 
lend recording] 


Police Arrest Opposition Militia Leader 


AB0901191396 Paris AFP in French 
1618 GMT 9 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] Brazzaville, 9 Jan (AFP) — The 
leader of a group of opposition militiamen, who had 
carned out a series of armed attacks on trains running 
hetween Brazzaville and Pointe-Noire, was arrested by 
the police yesterday, police sources said here today 


Willy Matsanga, leader of opposition leader Bernard 
Kolelas’ militia, was involved in shootouts with the 
presidential movement's militiamen in the capital's 
southern districts in 1993. Mr. Matsanga and a group 
of militiamen have regularly organized attacks on trains 
ever since the presidential movement and the opposition 
committed themselves to the peace process in- the 
capital. 


To end the activities of militia, the presidential move- 
ment and the opposition have agreed to disarm them Dy 
the end of January, and to integrate 1,200 of them into 
the police force and the Gendarmerie, under a peace 
pact signed on 24 December 
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Gabon 


Bongo Advocates Rapid Intervention Force 


BROSO1141996 Paris LE FIGARO in French 
fe Jan Uf P 4 


(Interview with President Omar Bongo by Jean Miot 
piace and date not given: “From France We Are Looking 
for Trust, Not Alms" ] 


([FBIS Translated Excerpt] [passage omitted) [Mrot) 
President Chirac has succeeded President Francois M:' 
terrand. What changes does this represent for you’ 


[Bongo] Let me first of all render homage to President 
Francois Mitterrand and express publicly to him my sat 
istacuon and interest in meeung him on many different 
occasions. He was never lacking 1m interest for Africa 
At the beginning of this year | wished him warmly that 
he would be able, despite his state of health, to use his 
time in the way he would like 


Jacques Chirac has been a friend for many years. This ts 
not a revelation; everyone knows it. | am very pleased 
that he has taken over the supreme post, which marks 
the final stage of a very brilliant career of serving Francs 
and extending its reputation. President Chirac needs n 

convincing of the solid foundations and the importance 
of Franco-African relations. I believe I can say that they 
form an integral part of his vision and of his politica! 
choices, in the noblest sense of the term. This is the 
meaning of his intention, reaffirmed at Cotonou, of 
maintaining a fully-fledged Cooperation Ministry. | am 
very much in favor of strengthening the development 
aspect of its work and giving it greater resources 


The time has passed when choices could be imposed 
unilaterally on Afmeans which concerned them in equal! 
measure. We intend to undertake this redefinition to- 
gether. In my eyes, Jacques Chirac is the best advocate 
of this cause. With him I know that we shall be part 
ners in this process, which will not be limited simply t 

bilateral relations. 


Development requires trust in order to give contidence 
to both national and foreign investors. In Gabon as, | 
believe, in France or elsewhere the state can no longer 
do everything all on its own. Everything must be done 
to encourage the private sector 


| would like to insist on France's role, within the club of 
major nations, of watching over the way our countries 
are treated in our financial negotiations. We sometimes 
have the impression that France 1s isolated in what is 
however, a long-term vision of our common future 


Finally let me end with two items of data which, in my 
view, are essential 
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Eritrea 
Minister on Gulf Tour, Yemen, Sudan, Ethiopia 


MM1601172496 L ndon AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT 
in Arabic 13 Jan 9 ° 6 


{Interview with internal affairs Minister Said Abdalla 
Ali by Faris al-Salman; place and date not given] 


{[FBIS Translated Text} [Al-Salman] What are the ob- 
jectives of your Gulf tour? 


[Ali] The purpose of the tour is to clarify our position on 
the conflict between us and Yemen over the “Mansh [as 
transliterated] Zuqar” archipelago. Kuwait has adopted 
a neutral position, which we value, and has not swerved 
like some quarters which have sided with one party 
against the other. 


{Al-Salman] What do you mean by swerved? 


[Ali] Some quarters have sided with Yemen and accused 
Eritrea of having perpetrated the aggression, when in 
fact they knew that the opposite is true. 


[Al-Salman] Could you specify which states? 


[Ali] The Arab League especially, whose Secretary Gen- 
eral Dr. ‘Ismat ‘Abd-al-Majid issued a statement before 
the situation erupted without referring to documents or 
hearing what the other side has to say, but instead bas- 
ing himself on a memorandum presented by the Yemen: 
side and endorsing it. 


{Al-Salman] You said that the Arab League issued a 
Statement supporting Yemen. It is known that the Arab 
League represents the Arab states, and now you are 
touring the Gulf and Arab states, and consequently you 
are still within the Arab League's sphere since these 
States belony to the Arab League. 


[Ali] We have had confirmation that it is the Arab 
League general secretary's office which issued the state- 
ment. We have ascertained through our diplomatic chan- 
nels that the Arab states are in favor of a peaceful solu- 
tion and bilateral talks to resolve the crisis. Therefore, 
we can say that the statement issued by the Arab League 
does not represent the member states’ [views]. 


[Al-Salman} What have you achieved in your Gulf tour? 


[Ali] Our tour started in Saudi Arabia, then took us to 
the [United Arab] Emirates, Qatar, and now Kuwait, 
and will also include Muscat and Bahrain. The tour is 
successful and there is an understanding for the Eritrean 
proposal. We found that some Arab newspapers are 
blowing the crisis up beyond recognition and we were 
able to make our views clear to the states which we 
visited. We also proposed some peaceful solutions and 
international arbitration for this issue, and all the states 
are in favor of a peaceful solution. 
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{Al-Salman] What do you mean by blowing up the issue, 
and how was this done? By this do you mean the official 
media? 

[Ali] We cannot say that it is the official media. It 
is the private media, and we do not blame it because 
the Yemeni side played a major part in inflaming 
the feelings of Arab public opinion, by saying that 
this is Yemeni land which the Eritreans have seized 
by force, when in fact it is just the opposite, since, 
historically, the disputed islands are Eritrean. We have 
documents confirming our sovereignty over this island. 
Before, there was an understanding with Yemen that this 
dispute should be dealt with bilaterally and resolved in 
a fraternal manner, and that if we did not get results, 11 
would be possible to resort to other parties. 


{Al-Salman} You said that historically the islands are 
Eritrean and that you have documents to that effect. 
However, history would seem to indicate otherwise... 


[Ali] When we say that we can prove the historical 
side of our sovereignty over these islands, we are not 
making empty claims. There are historical documents, 
and it is on this basis that we have asked to go to the 
international Court of Justice. 


[Al-Sa!man]} Could you tell us about these documents” 


[Ali] When the region came under the Ottoman Em- 
pire, the disputed islands — the “Mansh Zugar’ archi- 
pelago — were part of the administration of the port of 
Mits‘iwa. When the Ottoman rule ended the administra- 
tion of these islands was entrusted to the Itahans, who 
transferred its administration to the port of Aseb and 
the province of Awsa. This historical outline confirms 
Eritrea’s sovereignty, because after the federation with 
Ethiopia, the islands were administered by the Ethiopian 
Government during the ume of Emperor Haile Selassie 
and President Mengitsu. After Eritrea’s independence, 
the sovereignty over these islands reverted to Eritrea. If 
there are any claims by Yemen, we will let international 
law decide. 


{Al-Salman] Since you are proposing a peaceful solution 
and recourse to the International Court of Justice, why 
did you not discuss the conflict, on a regional scale, in 
the Organization of African Unity and the Arab league’ 


[Ali] The military occupation did not come from our 
side; rather the initiative for the attack came from Sanaa 
This is a fact confirmed by the prisoners who had been 
assigned the task of eliminating the pockets of Eritrean 
units on the islands. We asked for a neutral commission 
to investigate who started the attack and escalated the 
conflict. We had started on a bilateral basis whereby 
meetings took place in Sanaa and Asmara and we had 
been expecting a third meeting, when we were surprised 
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In recent years we have all experienced, more or 
less close at hand, too many conflicts on the African 
continent. It is absolutely essential to develop conflict 
prevention and to pul together a rapid intervention force, 
with prepositioued units, for deterrent purposes. France 
can and must be, alongside ourselves, the vector of this 
mission of peace. 


If our continent is to offer security and stability for 
its populations, Africa's tutuse lies in particular in our 
youth. This youth must be offered both dreams and 
reality, that is, the prospect of serving an ideal expressed 
in terms of its own culture and, at the same time, to 
secure its daily life, with its need for food, health, and 
knowledge. 


Sao Tome & Principe 


Presidential Decree Announces New Government 


AB0601144996 Paris AFP in French 
1928 GMT 5 Jan 96 


{(FBIS Translated Text] Here is the list of members of 
the new Sao Tomean Government which was appointed 
yesterday by presidential decree. 


CENTRAL AFRICA 


Prime Minister 


— 


Vaz d Almeida, Armundo 


(Movement for the Liberation 


| of Sao Tome and 
| Principe-Social Democratic 
Party [MLSTP-PSD]}) 


| 
MINISTER OF | 
State, Foreign Affairs and | da Costa, Guilherme Posser 
Cooperation | (MLSTP-PSD) 


State, Jusuce, Public 
Admunistrauion and Local 
Government 


Costa, Gahnel (Independent 


Democratic Alliance [ADI]) 


Finance and Planning 


— + — 


Branco, Joagum Rafac! 
| (MLSTP-PSD) 


Health, Family, and Women 
Affairs 


+ 


| Mrs. (ADI) 


Education, Youth, and Sports 


| Octaviano, Guilherme 
(MLSTP-PSD) 


Social and Environmental 
Equipment 


Barros Pinto, Alcido 
| (MLSTP-PSD) 


Defense and Internal Security 


don 


Paquete, Caslos Carneiro 
| (MLSTP-PSD) 


Labor, Social Security, 
Professiona) Training 


_ 


| de Deus. Albano 
(MLSTP-PSD) 


-s 


Agnculture and Pishenes 


| 


| Silva, Juho (Coal 


Democratic ( Ippasition 


(COHO} 


Industry, Commerce, and 
Toursm 


| Carvalho 


7" 


Arlindo 


(ADI 


| de Azevedo Roncon, Fernanda 


muon of the 


Socal Communication and 
Culture 


| d Almeida, Lasdisiau (Al)! 


- 
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by the Yemeni air and ground attack at 0530 on 16 
December. Consequently we had no alternative but to 
defend ourselves. We have not rejected the efforts made 
by states of the region. However, very much to our 
regret, the Arab League adopted a biased position siding 
with Yemen and therefore it is not possible at all for any 
quarter adopting such a position to be at the same ime 
a mediator in the peaceful solution. 


{Al-Salman} But all Are» and foreign media have con- 
firmed that the attack was by Eritrea, and as evidence, 
you have the civilian prisoners! 


[Ali] That is as far as Arab public opinion is concerned, 
but do not say that the foreign media said that the attack 
was by us. Arab media have invented this tale as a result 
of the failure of the Yemeni forces on the island, who 
wanted toconfront us with a fait accompli by eliminating 
the Eritrean units and afterwards propose the principle 
of dialogue. We told them that such talk is not valid 
and that their presence on the islands 1s illegal. That 
is why we insisted that they leave, but they refused. 
As a result of the intensified campaign undertaken 
by the Yemeni side, Arab media blew up the issue, 
while we kept quiet in the hope that the crisis could 
be contained in a bilateral context. They intensified 
their campaign on both the media and political fronts, 
however. Unfortunately, we were late in trying to clarify 
these facts. The Yemeni civilians came because they had 
a tourist project. Some Eritrean fishermen were always 
crossing this area under their country’s sovereignty, 
Eritrean patrols were constantly passing through this 
island, but we were surprised to find Yemeni civilians 
and military personnel when, until October, there had 
been no presence at all. 


{Al-Salman] How many casualties were there? 


[Ali] We had 12 martyrs and 20 on the Yemeni side, in 
addition to the wounded. 


[Al-Salman] It has been rumored that your country was 
helped by advanced Israeli weapons in return for a 
military presence on the island for Tel Aviv? 


[Ali] We are tired of answering this question, and as 
the Arab proverb goes sometimes a calamity can be 
funny. Every problem in the Arab region is attributed to 
Israel, and we do not know why Israel is the scapegoat 
for others. We have not fought for 30 years, during 
which we were exposed to armed struggle for Eritrean 
sovereignty, in order to ask Israel to defend our land. 
Anyone who thinks that Eritrea’s resources are modest 
because it only recently became independent, and tres 
to take over part of its territories, is mistaken. The 
brothers in Yemen have made false assumptions hased 
on the difference between the two countries, and let 
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anyone who believes that there are Israeli bases in 
Eritrea come to Asmara. 


{Al-Salman} However one cannot deny the hint of an 
Israeli presence in the Red Sea. 


[Ali] Why do we have to rel, on rumors to justify 
one’s failure? Why do we blame Israel or the United 
States? Why do we not investigate these claims and 
produce concrete evidence? Israel has designs on the 
region and other states also have designs, but this ts 
a different matter. However, the Red Sea’s peace and 
stability remains the responsibility of all the neighboring 
Slales. 


[Al-Salman] You said that Arab public opinion has 
sided with Yemen. This position could be the result 
of Arab nationalism and language. Do you think that, 
had you agreed to join the Arab League after your 
independence, Arab public opinion would have reacted 
in the same way toward Yemen, without investigating 
the issue? 


[Ali] It is a matter of emotions rather than objectivity. | 
believe that Arab public opinion would have sided with 
Yemen even if we were members of the Arab League, 
on the premise that for Arabs, Yemen comes first, in 
other words “support your brother, whether he 1s mght 
of wrong. 


[Al-Salman] How do you assess Yemen's role in 
particular, and the Arab role in general in supporting 
your revolution? 


[Ali] Arab support varied from one s:ate to another, and 
we valued this support. However this does not mean that 
we would relinquish our territories and our sovereignty 
on our land. 


[Al-Salman] Have 30 years of armed struggle for 
your revolution, helped by Arab support, not created a 
psychological climate between you and the Arabs which 
could overcome the current conflict, this in acdition to 
your relations with Ethiopia and Sudan’ 


[Ali] Our relations with Arab states are special and 
this is because of our feeling of belonging to the 
region. That is why we are trying to provide peace 
and stability and rebuild what 30 years of wars have 
destroyed. In this context, there was a Yemeni move 
toward our lands, and we told them that they should 
end this move, but the brothers in Yemen persisted 
and refused our suggestion. Our relauons with Ethiopia 
are unique and a mystery to others, coming after wars 
and bloodshed on both sides. We are trying to interact 
with all neighboring states, Yemen, Saudi Arabia, and 
Sudan with good-neighborly intentions, but Sudan sends 
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extremist elements to undertake sabotage operauions and 
export their ideology through the “Islamic Jihad Group. 


{Al-Salman] The groups which you mention in Sudan 
are not like that, but there are hundreds of thousands of 
Eritreans who took part in the armed Entrean revolution, 
who were denied a piece of the revolution’s victory 
cake, anc who went abroad. They were present before 
the al-Turabi front which came to power in 1989! 


[Ali] We know these elements since they are Entreans 
and we know how the Islamic Jihad Movement was 
established and when and who established 1. We know 
all that. We are familiar with the Sudanese political 
partu¢s with which we have lived, and we cannot be 
misied in this matter. However, the groups in the 
Eritrean Liberation Front with which we disagreed, 
joined after independence the phase of reconstruction 
and evelopment witnessed by Eritrea. But what you 
have in Sudan now are groups operating in the “Arab 
Afghan” camps, established in 1989 under al-Turahbi's 
supervision in the east of Sudan. Anyone looking at 
the history of Eritrean revolution can be sure that there 
was no religious extremism, be it Christian or Islamic. 
Therefore the Islamic Jihad Movement appearcd as a 
reflecuon of the Middle Eastern regional circumstances, 
and is al-Turabi's creation. 


{Al-Salman] Why dic you allow al-Turabi to absorb 
these groups, and why did they leave” 


[Ali] These groups did not leave Eritrea but were formed 
hy al-Turam. We do not want to interfere with al- 
Turam’s opinions, but we do not want him to export 
these ideas to our land. 


[Al-Salman}] Do you mean that there are no disagree- 
ments with some revolution leaders after the [revolu- 
uon’s} victory’ 


[Ali] Disagreement is not the issue. History has proved 
that the Islamic Jihad group did not fire a single 
shot on the enemy, because they were not among the 
revoluuonanes, since they appeared in 1989. 


(Al-Salman] They were organized in 1989 but were an 
effective force before then. 


[Ali] They were formed in 1989, and it 1s not a continu- 
avon or a change of name. One point must be clarified, 
though. Eritrea’s organizations are numerous and these 
organizations entered Eritrea after the revolution’s vic- 
tory and are now working in various fields. The Isiar™= 
Jihad group is alien to the Eritrean revolution. It \» 
National Islamic Front’s creation and its fate is linke 
to it. Eritrean reality is Christian and Muslim 


[Al-Salman] You yust mentioned that Eritrean-Ethiopian 
relations are a mystery to others and umigue.... Do you 
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not believe that these relauons came at the expense of 
your country’s relauons with some other states? 


{Ali} On the contrary, these relations serve the Horn 
of Africa which has seen many wars. Our relauons 
with all states are fine, even with Yemen. Unul now 
relauons are still strong, and there are contunued contacts 
between Presidents Isaias Afwerki and “Ali “Abdallah 
Salih. This temporary dispute will pass because it is a 
summer cloud. The historical, poliucal, and cultural ues 
with Yemen will return. Our relations with Ethiopia are 
unique, because they were bloody relauons which have 
today change’ into cooperation. This 1s the outcome of 
a long strugg..:. This does not mean that our interests 
are linked to Ethiopia only, but they are also linked to 
the region which we are pushing forward. The fact that 
we have forgotten bloodshed shows a civilized intent. 


[Al-S..man}] Do you suspect that some states are inter- 
vening to transform the issue into war between the two 
countries? 


[Ali] We would not like to make accusauions without 
proof. What happened came by surprise and can be 
resolved peacefully. 


[Al-Saiman] The Yemenis equate your demand to inter- 
nationalize the conflict over the Hanish-Zugar archipel- 
ago to telling you, for example, that Asmara is Yemeni 
and then dernanding recourse to the Internauonal Court 
of Jusuce. Would you accept’ 


[Ali] Following Ethiopia's good initiative, some positive 
Steps were taken to find appropriate solutions, and quite 
unexpectedly, we hear that Yemen is claiming some 
Eritrean beaches such as Zala. This in itself is not a 
new Yemeni claim, but they have made this new claim 
to hamper the efforts being made currently, so that they 
can bargain over the issue of the disputed islands. 


[Al-Salman] You said that history proves that the islands 
are Eritrean. To examine his \ry would not serve you 
now because Hamin and Saba'1 Yemen is rooted in 
history, and you are sall considered part of Ethiopia. 
So why do you resort to history” 


[Ali] Whether we like ut or not, the issue of border 
demarcation in this region is that these borders were 
drawn by colonial powers. We are part of Hamin 
and Saba’: history, but there are entities created by 
colomalism. We can produce documents, and they 
[the Yemenis] should produce the documents in their 
possession. We all recognize international law because 
we are part of this planet. International law has become 
history, and dealing with history 1s a very basic issue 
If we resort to ancient and modern history represented 
hy international law, we possess the documents which 
prove our ownership of these islands. The Yemeni side 
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is eVading internauonal arbitrauon because 1d does not { Africa 
have any historical or legal documents concerning the that the s 


isiands 


(Al-Saiman} The Eritrean revoluuon was armed and 
constantly fighung, so where did it keep these docu- 


ments 


[Ali] Where did the Yemenis find the document which 
was in the Pentagon? We have the very document which 


would prove that Yemen does not own these islands. If 


Sanaa wants t9 


[Al-Salman] | meant where did you hide the documents ff the oft ) 
é \ si Vilitia 
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ANC Not To ‘Tolerate’ U.S. ‘Interference’ 


MB1601162096 Pretoria PATRIOT in Afrikaans 
12 Jan 9% py 


{[FBIS Translate Text] The ANC, through its deputy 
secretary general, has made it clear to the United States 
that it will not tolerate interference in the country s 
affairs and that South Africa will engage 1. bilateral 
relations with any ~untry it wants to do busniess with. 
This is a firm but «elcome statement. 


The United States, at any rate, needs us more than we 
need them. The United States also gains more from trade 
with South Africa than we gain trom them. 


The ANC’s attitude should be welcomed in this case. 


Mandela Pays Tribute to esotho’s Moshoeshoe 


MB1501174696 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1650 GMT 15 Jan 96 


[FBIS. Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Jan 
1§ SAPA — The tragic death of Lesotho’s King 
Moshoeshoe II in a car accident on Monday was a 
great loss to the Basotho nation, the people of South 
Africa and the whole content, President Nelson 
Mandela said. 


“King Moshoeshoe II was a great fnend of the peo- 
ple of South Africa, an able leader and one of the 
world’s reigning monarchs who unequivocally em- 
braced democracy within the context of the history and 
traditions of their nations,” he said in a statement. 


Mandela praised Moshoeshoe for being instrumental in 
the Basotho nation’s struggle for independence and in 
their resistance to the policies of successive apartheid 
regimes a’ming to undermine the kingdom's sover- 
eignty. More recently, he played an active role in pur- 
suing the return of Lesotho to democracy and consutu- 
tonal rule. 


Mandela said he had found Moshoeshoe to be consider- 
ate, sensitive to the interests of his neople, rational and 
capable of msing above narrow personal interests, es- 
pecially during the past months when southern African 
leaders sought to assist in resolving Lesotho’s constitu- 
uonal crisis 


My condolences and those of our nation go to Queen 

Mamohato Seeiso, the royal family, the Lesotho gov- 
ernment and the Basotho nation. We are with you at 
this moment of grief.” 


Mandela reatfirmed the South African government's 
commitment to its agreements with and obligations 
toward the Lesotho people and government. 
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Mandela said he had sent a message of condolence to 
Prime Minister Dr N Mokhehle 


Buthelezi Expresses Grief at Death 


MB/5§01204396 Johannesbure SAPA in Enelish 
2021 GMT 15 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text! CAPE TOWN Jan 1S SAPA 
— Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelez: on Monday said he was shocked by the death 
of Basotho King Moshoeshoe II in a car accident. In a 
Statement in Cape Town, he said: It is with great shock 
and grief that I have heard of the tragic passing away 
of King Moshoeshoe 


He added: It is sad that a man who suffered as he 
did under different regimes in Lesotho should [word 
indistinct] his lite snutted out so tragically. As he reyoins 
his illustrious ancestors, we wish His Majesty a peacetul 
rest 


Buthelezi expressed his party's deepest sympathies with 
the royal family and to all our people who are his 
subjects throughout southern Africa’. 


Buthelezi is also Minister of Home Affairs. 


National Party Offers Condolences 


MB1S801163196 Johannesbure SAPA in Enelish 
1516 GMT 1S Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN Jan 1S SAPA 
— The National Party [NP] had noted with shock the 
death of Lesotho’s King Moshoeshoe II in a car accident 
on Monday morning, NP leader Deputy President F W 
de Klerk said on Monday. Addressing 4 media briefing 
in Cape Town, he said the NP hoped the stability 
the King’s restoration had brought to Lesotho would 
be retained. The NP expressed its condolences to the 
King’s next of kin and the whole Lesotho nation. 


De Klerk told the briefing — called for him to respond 
to a newspaper leak on Sunday about a possible NP 
disbandment and name change — that he had just been 
informed of King Moshoeshoe’s death 


ANC: NP Not Committed to ‘Substantial’ Change 


MBI801/162896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1848 GMT 158 Jan 96 


[Statement by the ANC on 15 January run on the SAPA 
PR Wire Service} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Afncan National Congress 
views reports that the National Party [NP] inteads to 
change its name, image and form as further confirmation 
that the organisation remains uncommitted to substantial 
meaningful change 
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The one thing which has emerged from these reports 
is that the leadership of the NP have no intention 
whatsoever to deviate from their dogged resistance to 
the attainment of a fully democratic, non-racial and non- 
SEXISt SOciely. 


For years the Nauonal Party has tned to persuade South 
Africans that it has changed. Yet the NP’s record in 
parliament, in the Government of National Unity, in 
the Consututional Assembly, and in its statements and 
policies, indicate that it is a party still committed to 
preserving minority privilege. 


This has been realised by the majonty of South Africa. 
voters. The results of the local government elections 
confirm that the majority of South Africans have re- 
jected the NP. The NP is now trying to cope with the 
crisis in its ranks which the local government elecuon 
exacerbated. 


The ANC believes that no review of the NP’s name, 
image or structure will change the basic fact that the NP 
remains committed to maintaining the racial privileges 
achieved by whites under apartheid. 


ANC: NP Committed to White Privilege 


MB1601065996 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0413 GMT 16 Jan 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Jan 15 SAPA 
— No review of the National Party's [NP] name, 
image or structure would change the NP’s commitment 
to maintaining racial privileges achieved by whites 
under apartheid, the African National Congress said on 
Monday. 


It was reacting to newspaper reports that the NP had 
considered transforming itself into a new party with 
a new political style and image. NP leader F W de 
Klerk later said the ideas were contained in a working 
document and were not currently under consideration. 


The ANC said in a statement the reports provided 
further confirmation that the NP was not committed 
to making substantial and meaningful change. [Words 
indistinct] democratic, non-racial and non-sexist society. 


The NP had for years been trying to persuade South 
Africans that it had changed, the ANC said. Yet the 
NP’s record showed it was still committed to preserving 
minority privilege. Most South Afmcans realised this 
and had rejected the NP at the polls in the local 
government election. 


The NP is now trying to cope with the crisis in its ranks 
which the local government election exacerbated,” the 
ANC said 
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Deputy President: National Party Should Disband 


MB1601150196 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1347 GMT 16 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} PRETORIA Jan 16 SAPA 
— The National Party [NP] should disband, Atncan 
National Congress deputy president Thabo Mbeki said 
on in Pretoria on Tuesday. 


Asked about reports that the NP was reconsidering its 
future, he told reporters: “I am afraid I know nothing 
apart trom what | have seen in the press. | wouldn't 
hazard to guess what ts really happening. I really don’t 
know. If the NP asked for my advice, I would say they 
should close down. 


Presiden-t Nelson Mandela, speaking to reporters al 
his official Pretona residence later in the day, was 
hesitant to comment on the NP. The ANC could not 
pass judgement on the existence or non-existence of 
any other political party, he said. For true democracy to 
flounsh, the government needed an opposition, and the 
NP had a constructive role to play, Mandela said. The 
government's first priority, however, was to ensure ils 
OWN Organisation Stayed .vtact. 


COSATU Calls For Reintegration of State Assets 


MB1601204896 Johannesbure SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 1800 GMT 16 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] COSATU [Congress of South 
African Trade Unions} has called on the government to 
reintegrate state assets under a single ministry before 
restructuring them. It's also proposed that the best 
opuon for restructuring would be joint ventures between 
government and workers. The federation said it would 
never accept privatization as an option as this would 
result in job losses. 


[Begin recording} [Reporter Snuki Zikalala} COSATU 
says that over the past 10 years the creation of business 
units in state enterprises has cost more thar 147,000 
workers their jobs. Unveiling its document on the re- 
structuring of state assets today, the federation said ne- 
gouations on the issue should occur on an industry-wide 
basis. It called on the government to prevent manage- 
ment from taking unilateral decisions on restructuring. 


[COSATU General Secretary Sam Shilowa} We will set 
up a strategy together with government where policy at 
that level is going to be dealt with at that particular 
Situation — at enterprise level they will have to deal 
with things which (confront) them in terms of how 
best to become efficient 


{Zikalala}] COSATU also claims to have evidence that 
Telkom [Telecommunications Corporation] manage- 
ment is planning to restructure the company despite the 
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agreement reached last Thursday {11 January] to put 
the whole process on hold. 


[Shilowa] They have gone ahead to look at, in their own 
way, who an equily partner should be, what that equity 
partner should be doing, who the possible candidate 
should be, whittle them down to a particular number, 
and even work out the process of when they would want 
{0 present it to the minister and to the cabinet. 


(Zikalala] The minister of public enterprises said it was 
not in a position to comment on COSATU'’s proposals 
because it was still preparing a joint document with 
labor. The document, which is expected to be finalized 
tomorrow, will be presented to cabinet on 24 January. 
fend recording] 


KwaZulu/Natal ANC Submits Constitution Proposal 


MB1601152896 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1400 GMT 16 Jan 96 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text] The ANC in KwadZulu/Natal 
has accused the IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] of cre- 
auung an impasse in the provincial consutution-making 
process which it says does not really exist. At a news 
conference in Durban this afternoon the party made pub- 
lic a three-point proposal which will be submitted to the 
legislature tomorrow in an attempt to get the process 
back on track. Provincial ANC leader Jacob Zuma said 
he hoped the proposal would pave the way for a const- 
tutional settlement that would include all parties in the 
province. 


{Begin Zuma recording] The ANC believes that in the 
spirit of moving our province forward and reducing 
the potential for conflict this three-track process should 
urgently be considered by the principals of all parties 
and could well lead to a situation where a consensus 
constitution 1s passed. [end recording] 


This foliows failed negotiations at the Pietermaritzburg 
legislature at which the IFP said it was clear that its 
consututional proposals would not be passed by the 
legislature. The party said it would have to obtain a 
new mandate later this month to participate in the talks. 


IFP Rejects ANC Constitutional Proposals 


MB1701093196 Johannesburg SABC TV | Network 
in English OSO00 GMT 17 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Inkatha Freedom Party 
[IFP} has rejected the latest ANC proposals to break 
the constitutional deadlock in KwaZulu/Natal. IFP 
spokesman Walter Felgate told our political news staff 
that the [FP was the ruling party in the province, and 
that it was in charge of the constitutional process. 
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Talks between the two parties broke down yesterday 
when the IFP said it needed a new mandate to contunue 
negouauons. 


PAC Facing ‘Turmoil’ With Leader's Resignation 


MB1501181396 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 1600 GMT 15 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The PAC [Pan-Atncanist Con- 
gress] is facing politcal turmoil with the resignauon 
of Secretary General Maxwell Nemadzivhanam. Mr. 
Nemadzivhanani today confirmed that he was step- 
ping down after facing a barrage of criticism from se- 
nior party members. However, PAC President Clarence 
Makwetu has denied any knowledge of the resignation. 


[Begin recording] [Correspondent Ronel van Zyl] Re- 
turning to South Africa after 16 years in exile, Maxwell 
Nemadzivhanani quickly rose through the PAC’s party's 
ranks, filling key positions. He started as national orga- 
nizer and two years ago was unanimously elected as sec- 
retary general, but his popularity appears to have waned 
in recent months. 


[Nemadzivhanani] | had a lot of pressure of work 
which I could not cope up with because of the current 
state of the PAC. Secondly, I have received a barrage 
of criticism from fellow NEC [National Executive 
Committee] members and members of the PAC, so 
I must yield to some of the criticism and in a most 
honorable way give way to allow other people to come 
and run the affairs of the party. 


[Van Zyl] Mr. Nemadzivhanani, seen recently at two 
IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] meetings, says Uc crit- 
cism 1s unfounded and has refused to stay on unt! the 
party's April congress. Party leader Clarence Makwetu 
today pleaded ignorance. 


{Makwetu] As far as we know he has not resigned 


[Van Zyl} Although now jobless, Mr. Nemadzivhanani 
will remain a PAC member. [end recording] 


PAC Activist Denies President's Resignation 


MB1S01182096 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1720 GMT 15 Jan 9 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} JOHANNESBURG Jan 15 
SAPA — Leading Pan Africanist Congress [PAC] 
activist Patncia de Lille on Monday dened party 
president Clarence Makwetu had abandoned it amid 
a leadership crisis. “As far as | know he is sull the 
president, she told SAPA by telephone from Cape 
Town. “He hasn't abandoned the party 


This report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
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She said Makwetu was leaving for the United States and 


Canada on Monday evening together with members of 


the parliamentary committee on intelligence. 


The PAC national executive committee would meet 
on January 27 to discuss the resignation of Maxwell 
Nemadzivhanani as secretary- general, she added. 


Nemadzivhanani stepped down at the weekend, citing 
intense criticism from colleagues in the party. 


Makwetu, appearing on SABC television on Monday 
evening, denied any knowledge of Nemadzivhanani 
having resigned. 


De Lille said Carter Seleke had been named acting 
secretary-general. [passage omitted] 


PAC’s Executive Committee Calls Crisis Meeting 


MB1601131296 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1155 GMT 16 Jan 96 


[Report by Sue Blaine} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Jan 16 SAPA 
— Pan-Africanist Congress [PAC] Deputy President 
Motsoko Pheko on Tuesday denied that PAC President 
Clarence Makwetu had abandoned the party, but a senior 
source in the PAC repeated the allegation. 


And the national executive committee has called a crisis 
meeting for next week to try establish order within its 
ranks. Makwetu left on a fact finding tour of the United 
States and Canada on Monday night without making 
any statement about the allegation. He was interviewed 
by SABC [South African Broadcasting Corporation] TV 
before his departure. 


Pheko said Makwetu had not spoken about the allega- 
tions because he was probably unaware of them. “Any- 
way, why is he (Makwetu) obliged to make a statement 
about lies?” Pheko said in an interview with SAPA 
[SOUTH AFRICAN PRESS AGENCY]. He insisted 
Makwetu was still the PAC’s president, adding that he 
had tried to avoid making the trip because of the finan- 
cial crisis faced by the party, but it was too late and he 
could not cancel. 


A member of the party's national executive committee 
[NEC] who requested anonymity however said Mak- 
wetu had simply wanted to go on the trip. “He has made 
things worse for the PAC. A genuine PAC leader would 
sacrifice for the party like (founder Robert) Sobukwe 
sacrificed his career (as a lawyer) and his income,” the 
NEC member said. 


Pheko denied that Makwetu had left the party disillu- 
sioned after the PAC’s poor showing in the recent local 
government elections. The election process had been r- 
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regular, flawed and fraudulent and the PAC was not 
discouraged, said Pheko. ‘If we had lost a fair fight, 
then we would be worried, but we did not and we are 
not,” he said. 


The NEC member said Pheko was being diplomatic, 
as demanded by his position as deputy president of 
the PAC. He said Makwetu’s house and car had 
been abandoned and Makwetu no longer had VIP 
parking at the PAC’s Johannesburg headquarters. “He 
has asked his wife to move to Cape Town. He has lett 
Johannesburg. No responsible leader leaves the area of 
operation,” said the source. 


He also refuted Western Cape regional president Patricia 
de Lille’s denial that Makwetu had abandoned the party 
De Lille was apparently supposed to meet NEC mem- 
bers in Johannesburg on Saturday to discuss the resig- 
nation of Secretary-General Maxwell Nemadzivhanani, 
but did not arrive. 


Pheko, de Liile and PAC Political Atfairs Secretary 
Johnson Mlambo have denied the source's allega- 
tion that Nemadzivhanani's resignation was due to the 
party's leadership crisis. They said he was tired and 
overworked. 


PAC administrator Irene Khumalo resigned with Ne- 
madzivhananai. Over the last year the party has also 
lost financial secretary Siphiwe Cele and publicity sec- 
retary Siphiwe Sithole. 


The NEC member said many NEC members, who he 
declined to name, felt Makwetu had damaged the party 
with his “selfish attitude”. 


"A genuine PAC, like the PAC of 1969 (the year 
Sobukwe founded the movement) will emerge when this 
crisis is over, he said. 


ANC, Afrikaners React to Equality Rally 


MB1201141096 Johannesburg MAIL & GUARDIAN 
in English 12-18 Jan 96 p9Y 


[Report by Marion Edmunds] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} The Foundation for Equality 
Before the Law has spent its last penny on its first rally, 
to be held in Pretoria on Saturday 


Chairman of the Foundation, Dr Theo de Jager said this 
week that the Foundation was spending R22,000 [rands| 
on the rally at which it hoped to make its first public 
Statement. 


The Foundation, set up in November by the Junior 
Rapportryers [dispatch riders} and Dames Aktuee! 
[Women's Forum] in order to protect Afrikaner’s 
rights, hopes to draw a mere 2,000 people to the 
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rally, including ex-national servicemen, ex-policemen, 
ex-generals and Afrikaners from all poliucal parties. 


While the rally has the support of the likes of the former 
Police Commissioner Johan van der Merwe and the 
Transvaal Agricultural Union, the Foundation clearly 
lacks influence and backing and it 1s not sweeping the 
Afrikaner nation up into a frenzy of enthusiasm. 


Yet the rally has touched a chord in many politicians, 
at a ume when the relationship between the Afrikaner 
nation and the ANC is faltering. The truth commission, 
the Magnus Malan Trial, problems around affirmative 
acuion coupled with the ANC’s latest statements on the 
Volkstaat [Afrikaner homeland} have alienated even the 
best of the ANC’s Afrikaners friends, the Freedom Front 
(FF). 


The FF is seeking an urgent meetung with Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki to discuss his public reyection 
of the Volkstaat. FF MP Pieter Groenewald said that 
progress on the Volkstaat proposals has been made in 
bilateral meetings with the ANC over December, and 
that the recent statements made at the ANC’s 84th 
birthday celebrations contradicted this progress. 


The ANC’s scalding reaction to the rally reflects its 
insecunties about its relationship with the Afrikaner. 
The ANC this week accused the Foundation of trying 
to drag Afrikaners back into the dark days of apartheid. 
It accused the Foundation of spreading lies about the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission. It has hit out at 
Deputy President FW de Klerk and the National Party 
for undercover support of the Foundation — support 
which De Klerk denies. He will not attend the ra. » and 
it is unlikely that any senior National Pariy members 
will do so either 


A cooling of the politcal inumacy between ANC and 
Afnkaner suits De Klerk, but it also suits the far nght 
who have been dormant since the elections. 


The AWB [Afmkaner Weerstandsbeweging; Afrikaner 
Resistance Movement] has jumped into the fray, calling 
for the resignation of the Freedom Front from Parlia- 
ment for having failed the Afrikaner. The AWB said 
that Afrikaner nationalists should join the broad extra- 
Parliamentary front and start with practical ways of 
achieving freedom “within our lifetime’. 


Both ANC and Afmkaner politicians will be watching 
to see who holds sway at the rally. 
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Afrikaner Front Threatened by Internal Tensions 


MB1501115296 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
1S Jan 96 p 3 


[Report by Mondli Makhanya) 


([FBIS Transcribed Excerpt) The birth of a united 
Afrikaner front is being threatened by internal wrangles 
among Afrikaner activists over the programme of such 
a movement. 


While the Foundation for Equality before the Law's 
[FEL] protest meeting at the weekend was endorsed 
and attended by most predominantly Afrikaner organ- 
isauons, strong tensions still exist between nghtwing 
militants and moderates. 


This division was played out at the FEL Pretona protest 
on Saturday where far rightwingers and moderates 
clashed over the attempted burning of the South African 
flag. The FEL was set up recently to campaign against 
the tnals of former defence minister Magnus Malan 
and other security force members and fight perceived 
discrimination against Afrikaners and their language by 
the authorities. 


And even though there has been outrage among Afrkan- 
ers over the scaling down of their language on the SABC 
[South African BruaJcasting Corporauon] and the pub- 
lic service and perceived discrimination against them, 
the rally turned out to be a damp squib. Only about 
1,000 people turned up, far fewer than the 3,000 the 
organisers had expected. 


The militant section of the front, consisung of the Con- 
servative Party and what is left of the “boerekomandos’ 
[Boer commandos} and “resistance movements’, wants 
Strong action to be taken to halt the downgrading of 
Afrikaans. It totally rejects the new order. 


The National Party-leaning side — represented by the 
likes of former health minister Dr Rina Venter, former 
Police Commissioner General Johan van der Merwe 
and other former civil servants — wants to fight the 
Government within the ambit of the consutution and that 
the group intends taking the SABC to court. [passage 
omitted] 


Afrikaner Foundation Promises More Protests 


MB1501122896 Johannesbury SAPA in English 
1038 GMT 15 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] PRETORIA Jan 1S SAPA — 
The organisers of Saturday's Afrikaner protest meeting 
in Pretoria intended to arrange similar events on regional 
level, chairman of the Foundation for Equality before 
the Law Dr Theo de Jager said on Monday. 
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He said in Pretoria there was a clear need among 
Afnkaners across political borders to voice their con- 
cerns about what they viewed as the trampling of their 
basic rights. 


“Several people on Saturday asked us to arrange similar 
meetings in regions around the country, and we intend 
to comply,” de Jager said. [Words indisunct] executive 
includes members of the National Party, the Conser- 
valive Party and the Freedom Front. It was formed in 
November last year to resist what it said was the in- 
fringement of basic Afrikaner rights. 


De Jager said about 2,000 people attended Saturday's 
meeting in Silverton, Pretoria. A motion calling on 
Afrikaners to defend their language and cultural rights 
was unanimously adopted. 


It also demanded an end to the prosecution of former 
security members for offences falling under the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission, at least unul the tem- 
porary immunity of some senior African National Con- 
gress members was lifted. 


De Jager said Afrikaner youth leaders attending a meet- 
ing at Harthbeesjeugterrein near Pretoria on Saturday af- 
ternoon also supported the motion and a total of 3,000 
signatures was obtained. 


Asked about the brief clashes at the protest meetung 
between moderates and rightwingers refusing to allow 
the national flag to be raised, he said precautions against 
such incidents would be taken in future. 


Now we know who the troublemakers are, and our 
marshalls will be prepared,” de Jager said. “We will also 
make arrangements on how to approach the display of 
national symbols at such meetings.” 


He said the rightwingers trying to burn the flag com- 
prised only about five people. “The incident actually 
proved most of our people respected the national flag 
and were prepared to stand up for it.” 


Freedom Front: SABC Ignoring Party Position 


MBIS01204896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2025 GMT 15 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] PRETORIA Jan 1S SAPA — 
SABC [South Afncan Broadcasting Corporation] tele- 
vision’s faslure to broadcast the fact that the Freedom 
Front [FF] had voted against the draft Land Reform 
Bill on its main news bulletin on Monday was proof 
that the broadcaster was being used increasedly against 
the Afrikaner and the FF, the party said. 


The suppression by SABC TV..of the fact that the 
FF voted against the Land Reform Act, while all the 
other parties’ point of view enjoyed wide coverage, 1s 
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typical of the fact that this communication medium 1s 
now being used increasingly against the Afrikaner and 
the FF,” FF parliamentary chief whip Joseph Chiole sa 
in a Statement in Pretoria. "No doubt can still exist that 
the SABC’s deeds should be interpreted as a declaration 
of war against the Afrikaner, and everything precious to 
the Afrikaner...like destroying his language.” 


Chiole said the Afrikaans-speaking community would 
have to seriously reflect on whether they should con- 
tinue paying television licence fees. “Serious consider- 
ations will also now have to be given to alternative, 
stronger measures against the SABC,” he added. 


In a separate statement, FF spokesman on land affairs 
Mr P Grobbelaar said the party had objected strongly 
to the draft Bill on land reform and had voted against 1t 
because it would harm ‘the good relationship” between 
landowners and tenants. 


‘The property rights of tenants on farming units will 
lead to tension and uncontrollable situations,” Grobbe- 
laar said. 


“Agnicultural land will be injudiciously and uneconom- 
ically shredded because the Act on the redistribution of 
agricultural land is not applicable here.” 


He added that it was conspicuous that the Nationa! Party 
once again supported the Act, “seeing that they pretend 
they offer resistance to the ANC (Afncan National 
Congress)’. 


Parties Hold Special Constitutional Conferences 


MB1601131096 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1204 GMT 16 Jan 96 


[Report by Dirk van Zyl] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Jan 16 SAPA — 
With the last stage of writing South Africa's constitu- 
tion set to begin formally on Wednesday, a number of 
political parties are holding special constitutional con- 
ferences this week to fine-tune their policies. 


About 150 National Party members involved in the 
constituuion- writing process, including party leader 
Deputy President F W de Klerk, are to meet at the World 
Trade Centre near Kempton Park on Saturday. 


The Democratic Party is holding its conference in Cape 
Town on Thursday and Friday, while the Freedom Front 
is holding a summit in Cape Town at the same time. 


The Constitutional Assembly's [CA] management com- 
mictee, chaired by Cyril Ramaphosa, meets at parliament 
on Wednesday to finalise the work programme for the 
coming weeks 


This report may contain copynghted material Copying and dissemination 
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The main parties, excluding the Inkatha Freedom Party 
{IFP], are set to begin negotiations on crucial outstand- 
ing matters as the CA strives to meet the May 9 deadline 
for the adoption of the final constitution. 


Top of the list of issues on which agreement still has 
to be reached is the extent of provincial powers, with a 
battle expected between the protagonists of a greater 
degree of centralism and those wanting the highest 
measure of federalism. 


Other major outstanding issues include: the structure 
and role of a second House of Parliament (currently 
the Senate); the continuation of power-sharing vis-a-vis 
simple majoritarianism in the executive arm of govern- 
ment; the country’s anthem(s) and seat of government; 
language policy; the death penalty and other aspects of 
the Bill of Rights; and an Afrikaner volkstaat [home- 
land}. 


CA spokeswoman Katharine McKenzie said this week 
almost 1,000 submissions had already been received 
from the public in response to the publication on 
November 22 last year of the first working draft of the 
new constitution. These would be considered by the CA 
in the coming weeks. 


She said the CA’s community liaison programme had 
embarked on an intensive series of educational work- 
shops aimed at explaining the working draft and the 
central debates taking place in the constitution-making 
process. 


Four million copies of a tabloid publication containing 
the draft had been distributed nationwide. While senior 
CA spokesmen, including Ramaphosa, remain adamant 
the May deadline will be met, there is scepticism among 
observers who point to the continued boycott by the IFP 
of the CA as a major stumbling block. 


President Mandela Appoints Amnesty Committee 


MB1601135096 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
16 Jan 9% p3 


[Report by Mondli Makhanya] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The four members of the Truth 
Commission's Amnesty Committee were appointed by 
President Mandela yesterday. 


The committee will be charged with hearing applica- 
tions for amnesty from members of the former gov. 
ernment and those of the former liberation movements 
The committee will be chaired by Mr Justice H E Mal! 
whose deputy is Mr Justice A Wilson. Other members 
are Mr Justice B M Ngoepe, Advocate Chris de Jager 
and S Kamphephe. It has not yet been established where 
the committee will be based. 
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One of the first tasks of the committee will be to hear 
amnesty applications from the ANC leadership, which is 
reportedly considering making a joint submission to the 
committee. There is also a move, being spearheaded Sy 
Freedom Front leader Gen Constand Viljoen and former 
police commissioner Gen Johan van der Merwe, to make 
a joint amnesty application by past and present security 
force members. Deputy President F W de Klerk 1s 
also co-ordinating a similar move by past NP [National 
Party] government members. 


SAPA Previews Issues Facing Parliament 


MB1201104796 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1031 GMT 12 Jan 96 


{Report by Dirk van Zyl] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN Jan 12 SAPA 
— A 10-month parliamentary session beginning on 
Monday with plenary situngs of the National Assembly 
and Senate will take place against the backdrop of two 
momentous extraparliamentary events. 


These are the scheduled adoption of the final consttu- 
tion and the start of the Truth and Reconciliauon Com- 
mission. 


The finalisation of democratisation at local-government 
level, with local-government elecuions in KwaZulu/ 
Natal and the Western Cape metropole and rural areas 
scheduled for May 29, will also impact heavily on the 
first part of the session. 


On Monday the National Assembly is to debate the 
controversial Land Reform (Labour Tenants) Bill, after 
three new African National Congress MPs have been 
sworn in. 


After two new ANC senators have been sworn in, the 
Senate is to discuss a report of its select committee on 
liaison with the provinces, on the committee's visit to 
the Free State last year. 


From Tuesday MPs and senators will concentrate on 
Constitutional Assembly and parliamentary committee 
work until President Nelson Mandela officially opens 
the 1996 parliamentary session on February 9. 


MPs and senators will debate his speech at a joint sitting 
from February 13 to 15, and Cabinet ministers and 
party leaders will brief diplomats and journalists on their 
portfolios in staggered morning sessions that week. 


Femance Minister Chris Liebenberg is to deliver the 
Budget speech on March 13 and debates on the various 
budget votes are to start on April 23. 
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On the legislative front, more than 20 Bills could be 
approved before the Easter recess starts on April 4. 
Almost 200 others are in the pipeline for the session. 


Apart from the Easter recess from April 4 to 12, 
Parliament will also have a winter recess from June 28 
to August 7. The session is scheduled to adjourn at the 
end of October. 


The Constitutional Assembly [CA], which has to adopt 
the final constitution by May 9 in terms of the interim 
constitution, gets formally back into gear on Wednesday 
with a meeting of its management committee. 


The committee is to approve a proposed work schedule 
for the CA and its structures, which are expected to 
work at full-steam from January 22. 


Truth and Reconciliation Commission hearings could 
Start in February. 


Foreign dignitaries so far earmarked to visit Parliament 
this year include European Parliament president Klaus 
Hansch, Norwegian prime minister Ms Gro Harlem 
Brundlandt and Denmark's Queen Margaretha and the 
Prince Consort. 


Navy Carries Over Funds To Buy 4 Corvettes 


MB1101173496 Johannesbure SAPA in English 
1702 GMT 11 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN Jan 11 SAPA 
— The South African Navy has carried over R41 million 
{rands] from its budget for the controversial purchase 
of four patrol corvettes, the South African National 
Defence Force said in its 1994/5 report on Thursday. 


The step had the approval of defence headquarters, the 
report said. “The major activity intended for the finan- 
cial year 95/96 is the acquisition of four patrol corvettes, 
supported by the progress of the strike craft life exten- 
sion programme and ship-borne communications. 


“Once approval for the acquisition of the corvettes has 
been obtained, the allocation of contracts will continue,” 
the report said. While the navy has planned for the 
purchase of the corvettes, the Cabinet has not yet 
approved the matter and there 1s no indication yet when 
a decision will be taken. 


Navy Chief Vice-Admiral R C Simpson-Anderson said 
in the report's foreword that the navy’s ships were 
aging despite renovations to extend their operational 
life and modernise them. He described approval for the 
acquisition of corvettes as vital to the future of the navy, 
saying they would ensure the navy's viability beyond 
2000 and provide it with essential capabilities which 
had been lost because of inadequate financing over the 


years. 
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South African Press Review for 16 Jan 
MB1601134196 


[FBIS Editorial Report} 


THE STAR 


Criticism of COSATU Strike Threat — The decision by 
the Congress of South African Trade Unions, COSATU, 
to suspend the strike it had scheduled for 16 January “is 
viewed by the federation as a tactical concession rather 
than bowing to Government pressure,” notes a page-12 
editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 16 
January. But COSATU “will be aware that a hard road 
lies ahead when real negotiations on privatisation, or 
restructuring begin.” COSATU hac "legitimate cause for 
questioning the process of consultation: after all, at stake 
was the restructuring of assets worth an esumated R100- 
billion [rands]." But it should know that “constantly 
raising the strike spectre does nothing positive for our 
economy, for the workers or for the labour movement.” 
Government and labor are due to meet on 17 January 
and THE STAR hopes the “acrimony of the past month 
has been dispensed with and that both parties will now 
show greater maturity.” 


SOWETAN 


NP Fails To Attract Blacks — “Talk that the National 
Party [NP] is going through an introspection which may 
end up in the party disbanding and-or renaming itself 
is hardly surprising, despite the apparent furore it has 
caused,” begins Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 
16 January in a page-10 editorial. While the NP has for 
some time attempted to project itself “as a party of all 
South Africens” it has “patently failed to attract black 
people to is ranks in any significant numbers.” “As 
long as ‘| does not reflect the country’s demographics, 
and does ot take an interest in matters affecting the 
majority of South Africans, the National Party should 
forget about being a serious political player now or in 
the future.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


NP aaa nate Plan Welcomed — Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY in English on 16 January in a page-8 
editorial believes the NP “has lacked a coherent vision 
and mission since apartheid’s demise’ and 1( therefore 
“makes sense” for the party to turn its thinking toward a 
“major realignment of the opposition.” "For the NP, and 
other parties condemned to almost permanent minority 
status like Inkatha and the DP [Democratic Party], such 
a redisposition would bring a rationalisation of skills 
and infrastructure. It also represents the only possibility 
of a united rather than fractious opposition to the 
ANC.” “For the country, the benefits of realignment 
would be twofold. A challenge to party organisation 
on ethnic lines would weaken separatist forces. And 
a more coherent parliamentary opposition would give 
greater substance to the multiparty system.” 
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Mozambique 
MEDIAFAX Publishes U.S. Ambassador’s Letter 


MB1601133096 Maputo MEDIAFAX in Portuguese 
11 Jan 96 pp 3, 4,5 


{Letter to Editor by U.S. Ambassador Dennis Jett] 


[FBIS Translated Text) Permit me to respond to your 
editorial of December 19. In that editorial you called the 
American Embassy's refusal to give Joe Hanlon inter- 
views with Embassy and USAID personnel a “flagrant 
violation of freedom of the press, freedom of expression 
and the right of person to be informed.” Mr Hanlon, 
AIM and Domingo have all made similar accusations, 
they also said that I, as ambassador, have no right to ban 
any embassy employee from speaking to a journalist. 


Clearly you do not understand the values behind the 
concepts you are so vigorously defending. I do not 
think this arises from different definitions of the terms 
involved, even though the U.S. Constitution and the 
Mozambican Constituuon are not identical on these 
points. The U.S. Constitution protects freedom of the 
press and freedom of expression by declaring that the 
congress shall make no law abridging the freedom of 
press, or of speech. It should therefore be obvious to 
anyone that an embassy cannot violate freedom of the 
press in the American sense of the term, since only the 
parliament in a particular country can pis» a law that 
would interfere with a journalist's ability 'o express or 
publish his opinions. 


The Mozambican Constitution protects freedom of the 
press and freedom of speech as well, but uses somewhat 
different words to accomplish this. Article 74 of the 
Constitution states: 


"1. All the citizens shall have the right to freedom of 
expression and to freedom of the press, as well as the 
right to information. 


"2. The exercise of freedom of expression, which 
includes the faculty to disseminate one’s opinion by all 
legal means, and the right to information, shall not be 
limited by censorship. 


"3. Freedom of press shall include in particular the free- 
dom of journalistic expression and creativity, access to 
sources of information, protection of professional inde- 
pendence and confidentiality, and the right to publish 
newspapers and other publications.” 


Since the Embassy has done nothing to prevent Mr. 
Hanlon from expressing his thoughts or publishing 
them, clearly the only question that arises is whether 
the embassy has been violating Mr. Hanlon’s mght 
to information or his right to access to sources of 
information. 
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Mozambique'’s Press Law, Law Number 18/91, con- 
tains Article 29, entitled "Access to Sources of Intorma- 
tion.” It states “Access to OFFICIAL (emphasis added) 
sources of information shall be granted to journalists in 
the course of their work.” Would the distinguished editor 
of MEDIAFAX have his readers believe that Article 25, 
which only mentions “official” sources of information, 
is referring to the information of all governments in the 
world and not just that of the Mozambican government? 
In any case, | and other members of this Embassy have 
frequently made ourselves available to the press in those 
cases where we believed it was productive to do so. At 
the same time, M7 Hanloa’s request for interviews was 
not the first we have declined because we thought it 
would not be useful. 


Since access to official sources of information obviously 
does not apply, that only leaves the quesuon whether Mr 
Hanlon’s right to information could have been violated. 
Article 3 of Law 18/91 enutled “nght to information’ 
States: “In the field of the press, the nght to information 
means the ability of every citizen to inform himself and 
to be informed of facts and opimions of national and 
international consequcnce, as well as the nght to release 
information, opinions and ideas through the press.’ 
The citizens of Mozambique therefore have the right 
to inform themselves and be informed by journalists. 
Would the distinguished editor of MEDIAFAX have 
his readers believe that this should be interpreted that 
any lime anyone refuses to answer any question of any 
journalist, that the nghts of all 16 million Mozambicans 
have just been violated? 


Has the distinguished editor of MEDIAFAX never heard 
in his professional career the response “no comment?” 
Has he never had a phone call that was not returned 
or never had a question he posed that was not fully 
answered? If this has happened in the past, why have 
you not informed the people of Mozambique in each and 
every instance in which their nghts have been violated” 


1 think the above argument demonstrates the total 
absurdity of the assertion that the Embassy's decision 
regarding Mr. Hanlon violated freedom of the press, 
freedom of expression or the right of the people to be 
informed. You also made the point, however, that as 
ambassador, I did not have the right to ban anyone in 
the embassy from speaking to a journalist. 


When it comes to expressing official government opin- 
ions during official working hours — which is what Mr. 
Hanlon requested — I not only have the right, but the 
obligation to ensure that official positions are expressed 
coherently and consistently. I also have the obligation 
to the taxpayers of the United States to see that their 
money is not wasted. We have spent many hours in the 
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past answering Mr. Hanlon’s questions, which failed to 
improve the quality of his reporting. Using more time 
of embassy personnel to respond to more of Mr. Han- 
lon’s questions, given his ideological orientation and 
lack of objectivity, would therefore be a waste of such 
resources. 


Would the distinguished editor of MEDIAFAX have his 
readers believe that any journalist has the right to ask 
any question of any employee of any organization at 
any time and that no one in a position of authority, 
be it a manager, minister or ambassador, has the right 
to determine whether or how the question will be 
answered? If that is the case, Article 27 of Law 18/ 
91, which lists the rights of journalists, fails to include 
such a right and nowhere else in tnat law or in the 
constitution is such a right described. 


I believe this is more than just a case of not understand- 
ing the letter of the Jaw; it is also a fundamental lack 
of comprehension of the spirit of the law. This lack of 
understanding is not limited to this one occasion. When 
the Embassy's press attache wrote you in November 
regarding Mr. Hanlon, you took offense at her sugges- 
tion that an enuty of the government like AIM perhaps 
doesn’t understand freedom of the press. You termed 
this an insult to you and the other journalists who had 
worked at AIM and you pointed out “AIM journalists 
had to continue to struggle a great deal for this press 
freedom, sometimes without success.” 


While you may have struggled, | would agree that 
you did not succeed. When you were director of AIM, 
Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance] was never 
mentioned by name, but was always referred to as the 
“armed bandits.” Today AIM only describes Renamo as 
“the former rebel movement.” It never calls Renamo 
“the largest opposition political party” or even “an 
opposition party.” Frelimo, on the other hand, is always 
referre:, to as the “ruling party” or the “governing party” 
which ts an accurate description of the present without 
reference to the past. Do AIM’s readers need to be 
reminded every day that Renamo was once a rebel 
movement: If it is AIM’s intention to teach history, 
in view of its successful struggle for liberation from 
colonialism, why isn’t Fre:imo [Mozambique Liberation 
Front] ever referred to as a “former rebel movement?” 


This problem with nomenclature is perhaps a small 
example of bias, but I am not the only one who doubts 
AIM’s impartiality. The following quote regarding AIM 
may interest you: “the service, however, causes some 
controversy, as many professionals are of \« opimon 
that it is a service of governmental propaganda instead 
of being an information service with independence and 
objectivity guaranteed by law.” The quote is from an 
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article on page 5 of the August 28, 1995 issue of 
"SAVANA,” an excellent newspaper that | recommend 
you read. 


Some would argue that it is pointless to enter into a 
debate about freedom of press with those who do not 
want !o0 understand it or choose to ignore the values that 
are its foundation. Others say that arguing with an editor 
is a NO-win situation since he (or she) will always have 
the last word. 


While I do not disagree with these arguments | think 
it is an important debate nonetheless because the peace 
which Mozambique now enjoys is by no means assured. 
One academic study which I read recently concluded 
that during the last fifty years in countries where there 
had been civil wars that were ended through negotiation, 
in one half of them war broke out again. 


Whether Mozambique is part of the half that succeeds 
in not repeating the tragedy of the past will depend, to 
a large degree, on whether democracy succeeds here. 
Democracy can funcuon successfully only if the insu- 
tutions that are its foundations can function. In addition 
to a strong legislature and an independent judiciary, a 
free press is one of those essential instituuons. Can the 
press be free if it is owned by the government? Is AIM 
your argument that it can? As the editor of the oldest 
independent publication in Mozambique, your opinions 
in this regard should be taken seriously. 


When reading the accounts of those who worked for 
two years to negotiate the General Peace Agreement 
in Rome, one theme is consistent. The mutual lack 
of confidence that the two parties had in each other 
repeatedly complicated the process. The climate created 
by a biased and an objective press clearly contributed 
to this mutual lack of trust. The role played by the 
press therefore probably served to prolong the war and 
certainly served to make implementation of the peace 
more difficult. 


Distinguished editor of MEDIAFAX, perhaps you 
should spend less time complaining about your friend 
being denied an interview and more time worrying 
about the threat to continued peace in Mozambique 
posed by some of those who practice your profession. 


Since Article 33 of Law 18/91 describes the night to 
reply, I trust you will not violate my rights and will 
publish this letter in its entirety. 


Along with the hope that the new year brings greater 
understanding of and appreciation for freedom of the 
press and freedom of expression, please accept assur- 
ances of my highest considerations . 
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AIM Editor Responds 


MB1601163796 Maputo MEDIAFAX in Portuguese 
12 Jan96 p4 


[Response by Mozambique Information Agency editor 
Paul Fauvet to U.S. Ambassador Dennis Jett’s letter to 
the editor] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The attacks on the Mozambique 
Information Agency [AIM] in the letter of the honorable 
ambassador, Dennis Jett, published in MEDIAFAX 
reveal ignorance and preconceptions that are sad but 
not surpr’ sing. 


First, Jett said that under the leadership of Carlos 
Cardoso AIM’s articles have never mentioned Renamo 
[Mozambique National Resistance] by name but always 
as “armed bandits.” This is not true: AIM’s service in 
English during the 80's almost always referred to the 
rebel movement as “MNR" (an abbreviation commonly 
used in English-speaking countries then). 


I know this because | was a senior journalist in AIM’s 
English section and I struggled for the use of the 
organization's name. | won the battle (in 1981). Jett may 
not believe i* but I argued that we should use the word 
“rebel” rather han “bandit.” We discussed the issue but 
my opinion did not prevail. 


In 1990, AIM began describing Renamo as “rebels.” 
I lost the battle once again because at a news desk 
meeting I argued that we should inform the readers why 
we suddenly decided to change the term. The suggestion 
was rejected. 


These details show that AIM’s internal situation was 
much more dynamic and complex than embassy ideol- 
Ogists imagine. 


Jett said that today AIM “never” describes Renamo as 
"the largest opposition party,” but always as a “former 
rebel movement.” He 1s clearly referring to the English 
service which I head. Maybe Jett does not know some of 
the basic rules on how to write a report, particularly for 
an agency, intended primarily for foreign consumpuon. 
The first mention of an organization should contain a 
brief description to assist readers. 


Since the war took place recently, and the only thing 
a foreigner knows for sure about Mozambique is that 
there was a bloody war in the country, I believe it is 
perfectly reasonable to describe Renamo as a “former 
rebel movement.” 


Renamo's own discourse favors this interpretation. The 
Renamo leadership is always promising it will never 
return to war and this position only makes sense because 
of its history as an armed rebellion movement. 
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On the allegation that AIM’s service is “government 
propaganda,” the only “proof mentioned by Jett is a 
quote from a SAVANA journalist. | have no idea wh 
the “many professionals’ the journalist talked about are 


No one in government orders any fact to appear in 
AIM reports. In the English service, | make my editorial 
decisions free from interference by anyone outside the 
agency. 


If, generally speaking, the image of Mozambique re- 
flected in AIM reports appears to be more favorable to 
Frelimo [Mozambique Liberation Front] than Renamo, 
this 18 not because of any propaganda campaign but he- 
cause of the country’s reality and Renamo’s nature. 


1 would like to remind the ambassador that it was not 
AIM that accused Renamo of being responsible for “one 
of the most brutal holocausts since World War Il.” This 
Statement was from Roy Stacey, former U.S. deputy 
secretary of state, at a Conference on emergency aid to 
Mozambique in April 1988. 


The use of the English word ‘holocaust’ (commonly 
used to describe the Nazi genocide against the Jews) 
and the reterence to World War Il show that the 
State Department had no problems then in companng 
Renamo’s atrocities with Adolf Hitler's 


The worst allegation in Jett’s letter is that “the role 
played by the press served to prolong the war and 
certainly made it more difficult for peace to take root 


The ambassador does not make the slightest attempt to 
provide evidence to back such absurd and slanderous 
accusalions 


Jett's negative opinion of the Mozambican press was 
not shared by former UN Special Representative Aldo 
Ajello. Far from denigrating the Mozambican press 
Ajello was generous in his praise of Mozambican 
journalists’ work (and AIM was one of the agencies he 
visited at the end of his mandate, specifically to show 
gratitude for our contribution) 


In his last press “briefing” [preceding word in English] 
on 12 December 1994, Ajello said: “I do not beheve 
in neutrality because it does not exist. People have their 
own opinions. However, I believe in intellectual honesty 
and professionalism, and | discovered a great deal of 
these qualities in the Mozambican press 


Finalty, Mr. Jett's words on freedom of the Press 
would bk-maore convincing if there was no history of 
U.S. intervenuon in the Third World's mass media 
[preceding two words in English]. For instance, the CIA 
used Chile's EL MERCURIO newspaper and Jamaica's 
DAILY GLEANER in Jamaica during its (successful) 
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destabilization campaigns against the governments led 
by Salv.dor Allende and Michael Manicy in the 1970's. 


Let us not forget that we tov have had bitter experiences 
here, particularly when one of Mr. Jett’s predecessors 
exerted pressure on the Mozambican Government to 
prevent reports by Fernando Lima, then head of the 
AIM news desk, from appearing in newspapers. In 
that instance, the U.S. Embassy saw no problem with 
"government control” of the press. 


Editorial Notes U.S. Role in African Wars 


MB1601131396 Maputo MEDIAFAX in Portuguese 
12 Jin 96 p 3 


fEaitorial: "By the Way, Mr. Ambassador”} 


(FBIS Translated Text} Mr. Ambassador Jett, since we 
have engaged in public debate, maybe you can help us. 


A prevailing view in southern Africa — a view to which 
you, Mr. Ambassador, probably do not subscribe — is 
that President Reagan's government actively supported 
the full ‘implementation of Pieter Botha regime's “total 
strategy.” As a result of its strategic interests in the 
context of the Cold War, the United States was an 
important and powerful ally of South African foreign 
aggression, regarding it as a means of keeping a check 
on the widening of the USSR’s and communism's areas 
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of influence. We, therefore, have no doubts that the 
United States and Pretoria take the lion's share of 
responsibility in the destruction of Mozambique an} 
Angola. 


What we lack is a more clear and publicly accessi- 
ble perception of that responsibility. Mr. Ambassador, 
maybe you can help us by trying to answer the following 
question: Is it true or false that shortly after his inaugu- 
ration in early 1981, President Reagan telephoned Pieter 
Botha to give him the green light for the resumpuon of 
military operations against Angola and Mozambique? 
Mr. Ambassador, maybe you have the means to find 
out the truth, even without having to bother Mr. Rea- 
gan, who, in his advanced age, is fully entitled to a calm 
life with his family. 


Unlike what many people might think, this is not 
an excuse to hide the responsibilities Angolans and 
Mozambicans share in the devastation of their own 
countries. Such responsibilities exist and are not very 
few. But these are not the only ones nor are they the 
most relevant ones. What matters, therefore, is first 
and foremost for people like you, Mr. Ambassador, to 
stop talking about the Mozambique and Angola wars as 
having been the sole responsibility of the two countries. 
It is a question of reintroducing some moral standards 
on the overall discussion about our foreign debt. 
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Liberia 
‘Rebels’ Free 130 ECOMOG Peacekeeping Troops 


LD1401222096 Paris Radio France International 
in French 2130 GMT 14 Jan 96 


{(FBIS Translated Text} In Liberia, ECOMOG [the 
Cease-Fire Monitoring Group for the Economic Com- 
munity of West African States], the West African peace- 
keeping force, has confirmed the release of '30 of its 
troops who were captured by ULIMO [United Libera- 
tuon Movement of Democracy for Liberia] rebels. These 
troops were held in the Tugmanburg region, about 70 
km northeast of Monrovia. 


EC OMOG Searches for 10 Missing Troops 


AB1S$01221796 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 15 Jan 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] It is about a month now 
since clashes first broke out in northwestern Liberia 
between the ULIMO-j [United Liberation Mover ent 
for Democracy in Liberia-Johnson} taction and the 
ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group} peacekeepers, but 
10 ECOMOG soldiers are still unaccounted for, and 
unless they can be found ut looks as if ECOMOG's 
plans to deploy throughout rural Liberia are going to be 
put on halt. From Monrovia, Jonathan Peleyle telexed 
this report: 

According to official sources at ECOMOG headquar- 
ters, ECOMOG has halted the deployment of troops 
into rural Libera, while it conducts a massive and in- 
tense search operation for 10 of its troops still missing 
in action. ECOMOG officials said search and rescue 
squads are being sent daily into areas around the Tub- 
manburg township, where rebels of Roosevelt Johnson's 
ULIMG faction have been fighting with the peacekeep- 
ers. They said the search teams are made up largely 
of fresh troops that were intended for deployment in 
southeastern Liberia, where splinter rebel groups have 
been causing havoc in recent weeks. A contingent of 
peacekeepers initially destined for deployment in east- 
ern Nimba County has also been diverted to beef up 
peacekeeping operations in the Tubmanburg area. 


ECOMOG Field Commander General John Inienger 
told a press conference at the week his office was 
negotiating with rebel leader Roosevelt Johnson for 
the safe release of the 10 missing ECOMOG men. 
Gen. Inienger also said that some of the 40 soldiers 
wounded in battle have been flown back home for 
medical attention, while the rest are being treated in 
Monrovia. 
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Visibly disappointed, the Nigerian general told tre- 
porters the latest attack on ECOMOG will not be taken 
lightly, adding the incident makes us wonder whether 
the ECOWAS [Economic Community of West Afnean 
States] peacekeeping initiative is sull being appreciated 
by Liberians. He also said that ECOWAS troop con- 
tribuuung countries are presently being consulted on the 
issue, and that a definite decision would in due course 
be reached on the status of ECOMOG. 


Begins ‘Major’ Rescue Operation 


AB1601174096 London BBC World Service 
in English 1508 GMT 16 Jan 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” Program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] ECOMOG [Economic Com- 
munity of West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring 
Group] peacekeepers have begun a major rescue oper- 
auion in northwestern Liberia where the clashes with 
ULIMO-J [United Liberation Movement for Democ- 
racy in Liberia-Johnson} have been taking place, and 
civilians Carrying stories of abuses by ULIMO fight- 
ers have now started arriving in the capital, Monrovia, 
from where our correspondent Nyenati Allison telexed 
this report: 


A state radio broadcast said today that a large group 
composed mainly of women, children, and bames were 
rescued yesterday by an ECOMOG peacekeeping torce 
gunboat and brought to the capital Monrovia. The group 
had been stranded on the island of (Kambia) off the 
coast of the provincial city of Robertsport in Cape 
Mount County. The evacuees said they sought refuge 
on the island to avoid a rampage of rape, harassment, 
killing, and looting by ULIMO rebels 


One escapee said his younger brother was killed after 
the rebels laid him out spreadeagied for three days 
Describing the rebels as savages, he said he was 
worned about the safety of thousands of civilhans who 
had fled into the hills to escape the violence which 
erupted between West African peacekeeping troops and 
Roosevelt-Johnson's Krahn rebels three weeks ago. 


People arriving in Monrov:. from the region say 
ULIMO rebels have taken control of a large swath 
of Cape Mount County, and are threatening to attack 
ECOMOG peacekeeping troops at the Liberian border 
town of Bo. They said the rebels were lootung farms 
and were in possession of vehicles and communications 
equipment taken from a peacekeeping force base camp 
in western Libena. 


Reports spoke of ECOMOG troops having been tied up 
and executed dunng the recent fighting. Dozens of fresh 
Nigerian troops arrived in Libena on two separate flights 
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last Sunday [14 January) as tension mounved in western 
Liberia. ECOMOG sources here said today several more 
flights were expected this week. The fighting in western 
Liberia has delayed the start of the disarmament and 
demobilization of facuonal fighters which was due to 
Start yesterday. 


ULIMO-J Said Prepared To Give ECOMOG Arms 


AB 1601190096 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 16 Jan 96 


{From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] The fighting in Tubmanburg 
has raised serious questions about whether Roosevelt 
Johnson's men {of the United Liberation Movement 
for Democracy in Liberia-Johnson, ULIMO-J] would 
be prepared to disarm to ECOMOG [Economic Com- 
munity of West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring 
Group] once the fighting stops, and today, Johnson him- 
self came out with a statement on the issue. On the line 
to Monrovia, Josephine Hazely asked him if they were 
going to disarm or not: 


[Begin recording} [Johnson] We are not going saga. 
[sentence as heard] We are saying we are prepared to 
disarm. Josephine, we are prepared to disarm. 


{Hazely] Well, why didn’t you start yesterday then, if 
you are prepared to disarm? 


[Johnson] Hazely, unfortunately, there has been no one 
who has gone to any of our people to say, bring your 
arms, and they refused. All our men are standing and 
just waiting for the instructions, you know, direction 
where to turn their arms. [sentence as heard] 


[Hazely}] So what is the position now then? 


Johnson} Well, our position is that we are waiting to 
see what instruction that is going to follow next. We are 
prepared to disarm. Unfovtunately, they have been shot 
at, you know, and we see how best we can handle the 
situation. [sentence as heard] 


{[Hazely}] Are you in any kind of discussions with 
ECOMOG at all” 


[Johnson] Well, Hazely, definitely | am very very much 
concerned, you know, in that ECOMOG soldiers have 
been involved in shooting at our own soldiers who and 
them have lived together for more than three years, 
even prior to signing of the Abuja Agreement, and this 
is enough to depress anybody, Hazely. But this is our 
country and we want this war to end, Hazely, and we 
are prepared to make all sacrifices to make sure that the 
war comes to an end. [end recording] 


WEST AFRICA 23 


Nigeria 


France Assailed for Mitterrand Funeral Hitch 


AB1601221196 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 2100 GMT 16 Jan 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text} Nigeria has criticized the 
French Government for preventing the country’s del- 
egation from attending the funeral of former President 
Francois Mitterrand last Friday {12 January]. In a state- 
ment, the government said that the French Foreign Min- 
istry, through its Protocol Department, instructed that 
visas be granted to members of the Nigerian delegation 
only to reverse the directive 30 minutes to the time the 
delegation was scheduled to leave for Paris. 


The government explained that its decision to send a 
delegation to the funeral was as a mark of respect for 
the late former president whose tenure witnessed strong 
relations between Nigeria and France. 


Meanwhile, the head of state, General Sani Abacha, has 
sent a message of cc idolence to ‘he French president, 
Mr. Jacques Chirac, on the death of Mr. Mitterrand. 
Gen. Abacha said that French policies under Mr. Mit- 
terrand brought positive influences on the West African 
subregion, and the continent as a whole. 


Activist Appeals For Immediate Oil Embargo 


AB1601212896 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT 16 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] For the third ume in one month, 
the Nigerian police again dispersed an opposition rally 
yesterday. The Campaign for Democracy, a coalition of 
human rights organizations, decided to organize a rally 
in the memory of activists who died for the sake of 
democracy over the past 30 years. The massive presence 
of armed policemen prevented the rally from taking 
place. 


Also, yesterday was the 30th anniversary of the first 
coup d'etat that brought the soldiers to power in Nigeria. 
The democratic opposition used the occasion to reiterate 
its determination to see the soldiers withdraw from the 
political leadership and have political detainees released. 
On the contrary, President Sam Abacha failed to respond 
to the hopes and expectations of the people who were 
expecting major decisions to be made yesterday as 
Tunde Fatunde reports from Lagos: 


[Begin Fatunde recording} Contrary to all expectations 
and to the great surprise of the Nigerian public and 
economic circles, General Sani Abacha, the leader of 
the military junta could not take advantage of the 
30th anniversary celebration the Nigerian Army's first 
coup d'etat to, as usual, simultaneously announce the 
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highlights of the 1996 fiscal year, and the second phase 
of the transitional program aimed at handing over power 
to a democratically elected government within two 
years. On the contrary, Gen. Sani Abacha, accompanied 
by General Oladipo Diya, his second in command, 
simply laid wreaths at the cenotaph of the unknown 
soldier in Abuja without making any announcements. 
This ceremony took place in an atmosphere of an 
exceptional m.litary surveillance. 


At the same time, opposition dignitaries requested the 
immediate departure of the soldiers from the political 
scene, thus following in the footsteps of Chief Anthony 
Enahoro, presideni of the National Democratic Coali- 
tion, the principal coalition of the Progressive Forces, 
who suggested as a solution ic the Nigerian crisis, the 
formation of a national union government to be led by 
Moshood Abiola, the presumed winner of the 12 June 
1993 presidential elections. For his part, Chief Gani 
Fawehinmi, the renowned human rights lawyer once 
again launched an urgent appeal to the international 
community to immediately impose an oil embargo on 
Nigeria, and the freeze the assets of political and mili- 
tary officials close to the authorities. [end recording) 


Human Rights Groups Urge Army To Surrender 
Power 


AB1401163096 Paris AFP in French 
1506 GMT 14 Jan 96 


{(FBIS Translated Text} Lagos, 14 Jan (AFP) — Nige- 
ria’s democracy and human rights defense movements 
yesterday called on the Army to selinquish power “forth- 
with” at a “summit” they held near Jos, the Plateau State 
capital in Central Nigeria. 


In a communique issued at the end of the meeting and 
handed to AFP today, the movements expressed the 
hope that Moshood Abiola, detained since June 1994 
for proclaiming himself winner of the 1993 presidential 
elections, will become the head of a transitional gov- 
ernment. They also recommended that a national con- 
ference be organized to settle the current political crisis. 


The “summit” brought together over 150 democracy and 
human rights activists representing 40 organizations, as 
well as seven diplomats from the British, U.S., German, 
Canadian, and Dutch Embassies. The meeting was held 
in Heipang, 35 km from Jos, one delegate revealed. 


The participants also condemned the 10 November 
1995 execution of writer Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight 
other Ogoni activists, and called for the imposition of 
sanctions on Shell petroleum company. 


The communique finally called for the release of all 
political detainees, the respect of minority rights, and 


FBIS-AFR-96-011 
17 January 1996 


freedom of the press and the judiciary. On 14 December, 
several Nigerian politicians met in Lagos to demand the 
release of political detainees, and the “immediate” return 
to democracy. 


Government Advised To Stop Arresting Editors 


AB1401192296 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 14 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Federal Government has 
been advised to stop arresting editors of news publica- 
tions. The advice was given by the outgoing president 
of the Nigerian Guild of Editors, Mr. Biodun Obiolu, at 
its biannual convention in Sokoto. 


Mr. Obiolu advised that the government should avoid 
allowing matters of minor irritation to escalate into 
full-blown wars between it and the media. He said 
government should rather strengthen the Nigerian Press 
Council by amending the Press Council Decree to 
improve its performance. 


Police Break Up Campaign for Democracy Meeting 


AB1501151096 Paris AFP in English 
1446 GMT 15 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, 15 Jan (AFP) — 
Armed policemen broke up here Monday [15 January) a 
gathering by the human rights coalition, the Campaign 
for Democracy (CD) in remembrance of dead pro- 
democracy activists. Tie police had earlier declared the 
gathering illegal. 


The ceremony is the last programme of four days of 
activities by CD in honour of those who have died in 
the defence of democracy since January 15, 1966, the 
date of the first military coup in Nigeria. 


A police armoured vehicle and a team of about 100 
policemen, armed with guns and teargas cannisters were 
stationed at the Shitta playing field, site of the rally, to 
prevent the ceremony from taking place. 


Seeing the strong police presence, CD activists shifted 
the ceremony to near Masha bus stop, about 500 metres 
from the original venue, where a pastor, the Reverend 
Tunji Adebiyi, and an Imam, Alhaji Ahmed, conducted 
a religious service, which lasted for about 15 minutes, 
the Assistant General Secretary of CD, Joe Okei, told 
AFP. 


The Shitta playing ground, about 300 metres from the 
national stadium, was the same venue used on June 
22, 1994 by Chief Moshood Abiola to address a rally 
during which he publicly proclaimed himself president 
of the country on the basis of the June 1993 presidential 
election, which was annulled by the military. Chief 
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Abiola, currently detained on treason charges, is widely 
believed to have won that election which local and 
foreign observers said was free and fair. 


Monday's ceremony is the third opposition gathering to 
be disrupted in and around Lagos within one month. 
Two others, organised by the CD, had earlier been dis- 
rupted in Lagos and Abeokuta, capital of southwestern 
Ogun State. 


Official Pledges ‘Elected Leadership’ for Unions 


AB/I601113196 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 15 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nigerian workers have been 
assured of an elected leadership at the apex of labor 
Organization in the country before the middle of the 
year. The sole administrator of the Nigerian Labor 
Congress [NLC], Alhaji Ahmed Gusau, stated this 
‘n Lagos at an interview with NTA news on the 
democratization of the labor movement. He said that 
with the merger of 19 unions with identical objectives 
into. seven, half of the assignment of reorganizing 
the labor movement has been achieved. Correspondent 
Moni Adebayo has the report. 


[Begin recording] [Adebayo] [Words indistinct] ex- 
pressed the confidence that the process will be com- 
pleted on time for the new leadership to take its posi- 
tion at the annual convention of the international labor 
conference in June. He also spoke on the transition pro- 
gram for the harmonization of the new trade unions. 


[Gusau] [Words indistinct] already identified three com- 
mittees. Committee No.1 is on assets and liability. The 
other committee is on staff matters, and perhaps the last 
but very important committee is on the constitution of 
the union. These committees, I think, have already been 
appointed by individual unions and they are now busy 
working in close contact with the merger and assistant 
merger officers. At the end of the day, we will expect 
a document comprising the necessary information re- 
quired for the new union to emerge. 


[Adebayo] The new unions that emerged from the old 19 
are the Nigerian Union of Civil Engineering, Construc- 
tron, Furniture, and Woodworkers, the Nigerian Union 
of Mine Workers, and the National Union of Pnnt- 
ing, Publishing and Paper Products Workers. Others 
are the National Union of Chemical, Footwear, Rub- 
ber, Leather, and Non Metallic Workers, Steel and En- 
gineering Workers Union of Nigeria, and Amalgamated 
Union of Public Corporations, Civil Service, Technical 
and Reparational [as heard] Services Employees. Work- 
ers in various sectors of the maritime industry will also 
come under the umbrella of Maritime Workers Union 
of Nigeria. The leadership of the new unions are ex- 
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pected to emerge at their merger conferences scheduled 
for 14 February. As workers await the new leadership 
to protect their interests, the sole administrator of the 
NLC, Alhaji Gusau, spoke on the ongoing reduction of 
the civil service work force. 


{Gusau] I think it is not purely a retrenchment exercise. 
It is made purely to sanitize the civil service. [end 
recording] 


Sierra Leone 


Military Junta Head Strasser Overthrown in Coup 


NC1601162996 Paris AFP in English 
1618 GMT 16 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Abidjan, Jan 16 (AFP) — The 
head of Sierra Leone's military junta, Captain Valentine 
Strasser, was overthrown Tuesday {16 January] in a 
coup staged by the second in command of the ruling 
junta, aid agencies based in the Ivory Coas: capital said. 
The sources said Strasser had been deposed by General 
Julius Maada Bio, the vice-chairman of the Supreme 
Council of State. 


Army Changes NPRC Leadership 
AB1601168096 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
1620 GMT 16 Jan 96 


[Special announcement” issued by the Defense Head- 
quarters in Freetown on 16 January; read by Lieutenant 
Colonel Kariffa Alsumana, director of defense — live] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Fellow citizens, | am Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Karefa Alsumana Kargbo, member of 
the National Provisional Ruling Council [NPRC], and 
director of defense and information, addressing you this 
afternoon on issues of national importance. The Armed 
Forces of the Republic of Sierra Leone have today de- 
cided to change the leadership of the National Provi- 
sional Ruling Council. It has come about as a result of 
the former chairman, Captain Valentine Strasser’s bla- 
tant attempt to distract the NPRC to make some major 
legislative changes in the electoral laws of this country, 
and start machination to ensure that he 1s installed as 
the next president come 16 February 


This change would not only have derailed the whole 
democratic process, but could have also put a lie to 
the NPRC's avowed stand of not only creating a level 
playing field, and ensuring free and fair election, but 
it would also have been going back on the leadership's 
promise to the nation and the international community at 
large that they will not be taking part in the forthcoming 
general election. 
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Capt. Strasser has been given safe passage out of the 
country, and he has presently left the shores of Sierra 
Leone. The new chairman, NPRC and head of state, 
Brigadier General Julius Maada Bio, shall soon be ad- 
dressing you on the formation of his new government. 
We shall also be holding extensive consultations with 
all political parties, traditional rulers, and INEC [In- 
terim National Electoral Commission] on the democratic 
process. 


The reformed NPRC will also seek dialogue with 
the RUF [Revolutionary United Front] as a priority 
means of ending the present war. The situation is 
now under full control and there is no need to panic. 
All military personnel [words indistinct] on a special 
security command, are hereby ordered off the streets of 
Freetown. Any soldier found in the streets loitering shall 
be arrested and seriously dealt with. I repeat that again. 
All military personnel, who must be under a special 
security command, are hereby ordered off the streets of 
Freetown. Mobile military personnel shall be on patrol. 
Anyone, civilian or otherwise caught looting or seeking 
to instigate disturbance shall be seriously dealt with. 


Dawn to dusk curfew starting 1900 and ending at 0600 
shall be in immediate effect. All secretaries of state 
are to report imiuediately to Defense Headquarters for 
further consultation. I will again like to assure you all 
that this (?sudden move) has not been taken because 
of quest for power but to (?save) this nation from a 
definite catastrophe that could befall it if one man tries 
to impose his personal ambition on the whoft nation. 


Long live Sierra Leone and God Bless you all. Thank 
you. 


‘High State of Alert’ in Freetown 


AB1601180096 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 16 Jan 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) Sierra Leone's military ruler, 
Captain Valentine Strasser, has been deposed just as the 
country was preparing to hold multiparty elections next 
month, and he is being replaced by one of the colleagues 
with whom he came to power in 1992. On the line to 
Freetown, Robin White asked our correspondent, Victor 
Sylver, how the coup was announced: 


[Begin recording] [Sylver] This afternoon there was a 
broadcast on national radio. There was Karefa Kargbo, 
the head of the Defense Department, public relations, 
saying that Capt. Strasser has been kind of overthrown, 
and that he has been replaced by his deputy who is the 
chief of defense staff, Brigadier Julius Maada Bio. 
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[White] Now, has there been any violence today in 
Freetown? 


[Sylver] We did not notice any but this afternoon we 
noticed a kind of high siaie of alert from soldiers placed 
at strategic places all over the capital, Freetown, and 
then there were reports that around the Cockle area, 
where you have Military Headquarters, there was a state 
of high alert with no vehicles being allowed to pass 
along that road. 


[White] Do you know where Strasser is at the moment? 


[Sylver] We don’t know where he is but according to the 
broadcast made by Lieutenant Colonel Karefa Kargbo, 
he is saying that he has been given safe passage and he 
is Out of the country. We don’t know how true this is. 


[White] No: the lines are sull clearly open but have 
the airports veen closed? Is there a curfew, this kind of 
thing? 


[Sylver] We have not heard any broadcast from Karefa 
Kargbo saying that the airport is closed except that he 
has announced that there is going to be a curfew starting 
tonight from 7.PM and lasting up to 6.AM tomorrow 
morning. 


[White] Now, what is all this about? Why should 
Strasser be pushed out now? 


[Sylver] Well, according to Karefa Kargbo in his 
broadcast, he said that he is of the opinion or they 
are of the opinion that Capt. Strasser and the NPRC 
[National Provisional Ruling Council] have not been 
sincere to their words of returning this country to 
civilian democratic rule. 


[White] But then, what's the evidence for that? I mean, 
only at the weekend, he apparently turned down the 
chance of leading a political party? 


[Sylver] Well, we don't have any evidence now but 
when you consider that the people involved could be 
his closest aides — there is Karefa Kargbo, there is his 
deputy Julius Maada Bio — one would think that maybe 
they could have had some differences over how things 
should be done, and they would have decided that, okay, 
it’s about time they stepped in. 


[White] Now, what is this man Bio like? 


[Sylver] Well, the brigadier is normally a quiet-talking, 
baby-faced [man] and, well, you don’t hear much about 
him except that when I arrived here in April 1992 there 
was the first coup and people were saying that on the 
frontlines, he was one of those hard fighters, but then 
we don’t hear that much of him. 


[White] But Freetown at the moment is calm? 
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(Sylver) Yes, Freetown is now calm, and with the 
curfew coming on at 7.PM — GMT and also that’s local 
time — yeah, we are not going to see much activity in 
the streets of Freetown anyway. [end recording] 


Opposition Figure Reacts 


AB 1601181096 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 16 Jan 95 


{From the "Focus on Africa” program) 


(FBIS Transcribeo Text} The coup in Sierra Leone, of 
course, comes barely a month before planned elections 
which would have returned the country to civilian rule, 
and one of the politicians who's been prominent during 
the election campaign is the former foreign minister, 
Desmond Luke, leader of the National Unity Movement 
which is in alliance with three other parties. On the line 
to Freetown, Robin White asked Mr. Luke what he made 
of today’s events: 


(Begin recording) (Luke) I think it is extremely unfor- 
tunate that at this stage in the history of Sierra Leone, 
soldiers should again be playing musical chairs. I think 
it is only supposed to be about five weeks to elections, 
which are supposed to be free and fair, which would 
give this country a chance of peace at last, and for sol- 
diers to be playing musical chairs at this time is ex- 
tremely unfortunate in the history of Sierra Leone. 


[White] Are you assuming that the elections will not 
now take place? 


{Luke} I am not assuming any such thing, because I 
hope and I pray that still at this 11th hour, 59th minute, 
sanity will prevail. I hope that the elections will take 
place on the 26th of February and that, against all 
present indications, that they will be free and fair. Every 
indication up to this moment, for the last few months, 
have indicated that every attempt is being made to rig 
the elections, which would be extremely unfortunate, 
and would certainly not bode well for peace and stability 
in Sierra Leone. 


[White] Do you know Brigadier Bio yourself? 


{Luke} I have met Brig. Bio and I even met him at a 
reception which the British high commissioner gave on 
Saturday (13 January] for Baroness Lynda Chalker; but 
I would not say that I know him well. I have only met 
him very casually. 


[White] But do you think he has democratic tendencies, 
or dictatorial tendencies, or military tendencies? 


{Luke} I would not like to give my own impressions 
of Brig. Bio at this time because I think it very 
important for us to try to get Sierra Leone back onto 
the democratic track. 
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[White] So what will you and other politicians now be 
doing? 


[Luke] We will seek to, as I say, try to ensure that 
political stability, that rational thinking prevails in our 
country. It is extremely difficult to envisage any other 
scenario which would not spell disaster. 


[White] Will you be seeking an appointment with Brig. 
Bio? 


(Luke) I am told that Brig. Bio and other persons within 
the new government — which is not yet announced — 
have invited political parties at an unspecified time. I 
certainly will attend if invited to do so. If I am invited to 
talk to Brig. Bio in the next five minutes, | would do so 
— of course, assuming I have taken certain preliminary 
precautions. 


(White, laughing} Like what? 


[Luke] Like some which it will be unwise to tell you 
over the air right now. 


[White] Now, is Freetown where you are at the moment 
calm? 


[Luke] There was some excitement and some running 
around in the city and shops were closed hurriedly, but 
it is comparatively calm. [end recording] 


Eyewitness Says All Calm in Freetown 


LD1601¢84696 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1730 GMT 16 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] In Sierra Leone, Captain 
Valentine Strasser was overthrown in a coup today. 
[passage omitted] 


The following is an eyewitness accovni of today’s 
events from Frederic Moussot, an official with the AICF 
[Association Internationale Contre la Faim, International 
Association Against Hunger}, who is interviewed in 
Freetown by Adala Benraad: 


[Begin Moussot recording] In the city itself nothing has 
happened. The military have blockaded certain streets. 
Civilians have returned to their homes and no shots 
have been fired, everything has taken place calmly, 
but we learned from the radio that the head of state 
has changed. The state’s number two man, Mr. Bio, 
introduced himself as a replacement for Strasser and 
said the former president has just left the country. 


The situation remains calm in the city. A curfew has 
been established. Our teams were able to return without 
any problems. Life in general remains absolutely calm. 
So far we are not worried about the situation, which 
seems to be under control. [end recording] 


is report may contain 


copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination] 


is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 


28 WEST AFRICA 


There has been no bloodshed in Freetown. The radio 
said that Valentine Strasser has left Sierra Leone and 
that the new president will address the nation within 
the next few hours. 


New Leader To Hold Consultations 


AB1601210396 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
2000 GMT 16 Jan 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] The Armed Forces of the Re- 
public of Sierra Leone have today decided to change the 
leadership of the National Provisional Ruling Council 
([NPRC]. According to the director of defense informa- 
tion, Lieutenant Colonel Karefa Kargbo, this has come 
about as a result of the former chairman, Captain Valen- 
tine Strasser’s blatant attempt to distract the NPRC to 
make some major legislative changes in the electoral 
laws of this country, and start machinations to ensure 
that he is installed as the next president on 26 February. 


These changes, Lt. Colonel Kargbo went on, would not 
only have derailed the whole democratic process, but 
would have also put a lie to the NPRC’s avowed stand of 
not only creating a level playing field but ensuring free 
and fair elections. It would also have been going back on 
the NPRC’s promise to the nation and the international 
community at large that we would not be taking part in 
the forthcoming elections. 


Capt. Strasser, he added, has been given safe passage 
out of the country, and has presently left the shores of 
Sierra Leone. 


The new chairman of the NPRC and head of state, 
Brigadier Julius Maada Bio, shall soon hold extensive 
consultations with all political parties, traditional rulers, 
and the INEC [Interim National Electoral Commission] 
on the democratic process. The National Provisional 
Ruling Council, the director of information went on, 
will also seek dialogue with the Revolutionary United 
Front as a priority means of ending the present war. 


A dawn to dusk curfew starting 7 PM to 6 AM has 
been effected, and all secretaries of state called to report 
immediately to Defense Headquarters, [words indistinct] 
for consultations. 


Strasser Arrives in Guinea 


LD1601222696 Paris Radio France International 
in French 2130 GMT 16 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] In Sierra Leone, Captain 
Valentine Strasser was overthrown today. [passage 
omitted] 

Captain Strasser is in Guinea this evening where he 
arrived very discreetly late today. His predecessor, 
Joseph Momoh, arrived in Conakry in 1992 with the 
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same discretion. Joseph Momoh is still in Guinea. Serge 
Daniel describes to us this arrival in Conakry: 


[Daniel] According to well-informed sources, Valentine 
Strasser arrived in Conakry this Tuesday evening aboard 
a helicopter. Eyewitnesses saw him entering the resi- 
dence of the Sierra Leone ambassador to Guinea. With 
his hair uncombed, and handcuffed, the former strong 
man of Freetown seemed tired. On his right were his 
wife and a dozen bodyguards. On his left were two of- 
ficers in Sierra Leone military uniforms. 


At 2000 local time, a group of journalists went to 
the residence of the Sierra Leone ambassador. The 
courtyard was full of soldiers. Five cars departed at 
speed followed by a Guinean police car for an unknown 
destination. [passage omitted] 


New Spokesman on Coup, Elections 


AB1701110896 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 17 Jan 96 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] So, the new [Sierra Leonean] 
strongman, Brigadier Julius Bio, is yet to speak to his 
people, but we've managed to contact a spokesman for 
his new government, Captain Abdulraman Camara. On 
the line to Freetown, my colleague, Pete Lewinstein, 
asked him why he and his other colleagues had found 
it necessary to remove Captain Strasser. 


[Begin recording} [Camara] Well, this 1s a further step 
in the democratization process. 


{Lewinstein] It doesn’t sound particularly democratic if 
you've, sort of, just got rid of the top man. 


[Camara] Well, of course, as you would realize, we 
made a commitment that we would bring about civilian 
democratic rule in this country, and anything that would 
prevent that would, of course, be discouraged, and if you 
can understand this, then you would agree that the steps 
that were taken this afternoon were not unconnected. 


{Lewinstein] Are you saying that Capt. Strasser was an 
obstacle to bringing about democratic rule? 


[Camara] That is quite indicative of what came out of 
a series of meetings that were held. 


[Lewinstein] But elections are due to be held next month 
— on 26 February. Wasn't that the plan? Or isn’t 
that the way that you were returning the country to 
democracy? 


[Camara] Well, as far as that is concerned, we are stil! 
committed to that date. 
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(Lewinstein} The elections are still to be held next 
month? 


{Camara} Up to this moment I am speaking to you, that 
is what we have on the board. 


{Lewinstein} So, could you explain in what way Capt. 
Strasser was preventing the transition? 


{Camara} Well, in more than one way. You see, we 
had a series of meetings with Capt. Strasser, and there 
were disagreements and suspicions, of course, as to 
the introduction of a number of decrees, including one 
which was going to be inconsistent with our earlier 
commitment to getting the military out of party politics 
and facilitate the full participation of civilians. 


{Lewinstein] But Capt. Strasser made it clear only 
recently that he had no intention of continuing in 
politics. 

{Camara}] Well, you're saying quite recently, but the 
evidence we have until his removal is contrary to that. 


{Lewinstein}] So, what is General Maada Bio's [title as 
heard] position on the transition to democracy? You say 
the elections are still to go ahead next month. Does he 
want to continue as leader of the country or is he going 
to bow out after the elections? 


[Camara] Well, he is going to bow out in due course 
and that is immediately after the elections, and | am 
sure many people are looking forward to this. 


{Lewinstein] What guarantees can you give to the 
people of Sierra Leone that that will be the case? 


|Camara] Well, it’s let's wait and see, but we know and 
everybody in government today is convinced about the 
sincerity of this man. 


[Lewinstein] Now, what has happened to Capt. Strasser? 


{Camara} Well, he is out of the country. He was given 
safe passage. 


{Lewinstein} Can you tell us where he is? 


{Camara} I can't say exactly, but what | know is, he is 
no longer in Sierra Leone. He's left the shores of this 
country. 


{Lewinstein] Did he leave willingly? 


{Camara} Um, well in the general scheme of things, one 
would say, yes. | mean, like, there was no force about 
it. He clearly understood what the situation was and as 
a reasonable man himself, as one would imagine, he 
agreed and he left. [end recording) 
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Correspondent Views Situation 
AB1701140196 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 17 Jan 96 


[From the “Network Africa” program hosted by Ben 
Dotsei Malor] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] A quiet but rather dramatic 
coup yesterday gave Sierra Leoneans a new head of 
state. Captain Valentine Strasser, who assumed power 
in a military coup in April 1992, was himself ousted in 
this palace coup by his second in command and Armed 
Forces chief, Brigadier Julius Maada Bio. Capt. Strasser 
had planned to hold general elections on the 26th of next 
month to return Sierra Leone to civilian rule, but the new 
man who deposed him claims Strasser was actually to 
remain in power. A dusk to dawn curfew was imposed 
on the capital, Freetown, and an official announcement 
promised that the new leader would address Sierra 
Leoneans last night. The speech did not materialize, and 
Sierra Leoneans are still waiting. Well, just a short while 
ago I spoke to our Freetown reporter, Victor Sylver. | 
asked him about the capital city this morning. 


[Begin recording] [Sylver] Freetown is slowly begin- 
ning to come back to its usual active self after having 
a curfew imposed on them — a curfew that is not wel- 
comed here — but still there is this disappointment in 
the air. We are expecting Maada Bio to come on the 
air to tell us his side of the story, but still we have not 
heard him on national radio. 


[Malor} Well, like you said, you haven't heard the new 
man at the helm of affairs. Yesterday, we understood 
people were expecting him to deliver a speech in the 
evening, why didn't that happen? 


[Sylver] Yes indeed, and so many people were glued 
to their radio. One would imagine that maybe they 
are trying to get their acts together, maybe they are 
trying to get some kind of statement together that would 
convince us that what they have done is okay; because 
many people here, quite frankly, do not see the need 
for another military set coming in because they were all 
looking up to February 26th, and today I am sure many 
of us will be glued again to our radio sets to hear what 
they have to say. 


{[Malor] What has been the initial reaction of Sierra 
Leoneans to this change in leadership” 


[Sylver] The initial reaction has been one of surprise in 
all quarters. The political authorities were not expecting 
this, ordinary Sierra Leoneans were not expecting this, 
though upon hindsight, you would have a couple of 
people boasting that they were expecting it; but no, 
generally, no one would have thought that something 
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like this would happen, and that Maada Bio would 
emerge as the new head of state. Because people are 
saying that if you have another military regime stepping 
in you are going to delay the democi tic process, and 
then, this is going to affect the country as a whole, 
because the international community, definitely, is not 
going to accept such an arrangement. 


[Malor) Any indication as to what is going to happen 
during the course of today? 


[Sylver] Well, I would imagine that Maada Bio would 
announce his new cabinet, because they had said that 
all former secretaries of state should report at Military 
Headquarters — we have not heard anything — and 
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then, maybe, they are going to tell us about the decrees 
that brought about this whole thing, because they said 
that Strasser was about to introduce certain decrees 
that would have put him in power continuously. Now, 
people are saying that they have all been in this game 
together — they were there when Strasser was passing 
all these other decrees, which the political parties have 
been complaining about and which some people say was 
done not to create a level playing field. Some people will 
like to know just what could have been in these decrees 
that they couldn't have voted against instead of ousting 
Strasser at this time. [end recording] 
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